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Don’t Forget to Observe
Texas Independence Day

Monday, March 2, is Texas Independence Day, the celebration of
the adoption of the Texas Declaration of Independence. 59
delegates signed the document on that day in 1836 creating the
Republic of Texas.

Please plan to mark this important occasion. One THF director
hands out small Texas flags to her neighbors so that the Lone Star
banner is flying in her area on street after street. Another wears a
small Texas flag lapel pin to prompt interesting conversations
throughout the day. How do you plan to remember Texas
Independence Day?
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Grant Helps Town That Was the First
Capital of the Republic of Texas

THF directors Julie Sparks, fourth from the left; Bruce Elsom, on
her left, and Michael Sparks, next, in the back, presented a grant
check to the Columbia Heritage Foundation that will help repair the
Heritage Hall roof. The nonprofit was founded to save an old
school and convert it into a historical and cultural center.

As we prepare to celebrate Texas Independence Day, it’s
interesting to note that Columbia was the first capital of the
Republic of Texas.
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THF Director Sylvia Tillotson Honored
with Statewide Award

The Texas Historical Commission named Sylvia Tillotson winner
of the George Christian Outstanding Volunteer of the Year
Award. In addition to her work with the Foundation, Tillotson
was one of the organizers of the Friends of Casa Navarro in
San Antonio, a group that works to keep the legacy of Tejano
statesman José Navarro, her great-great-great grandfather,
alive.
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National Grant Assistance Available
to Historic Houses of Worship
 

Recognizing the importance of historic houses of worship to
people and communities, the National Fund for Sacred Places is
offering grants up to $250,000 to congregations of all
faiths for rehabilitation work on their historic facilities. Submit a
letter of intent by April 22, and see this link for more
information. https://savingplaces.org/national-fund-for-sacred-
places?
utm_medium=email&utm_source=update&utm_campaign=grants
- .XkVt1UN7n4M

Grants Deadlines Announced

Since 1990, more than 300 historic preservation projects have
received funding from the Texas Historical Foundation. Proposals
are reviewed quarterly; upcoming deadlines for THF grant
consideration are:

MARCH 1
ANNOUNCED MID-APRIL

JUNE 1
ANNOUNCED MID-JULY

SEPTEMBER 1
ANNOUNCED MID-OCTOBER

DECEMBER 1
ANNOUNCED MID-JANUARY

THANKS New and
Renewing MEMBERS!

PARTNER MEMBER

D.B. Donaldson, Midland;
Maureen Trotter, Abilene

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER

Melissa Brinkley, Fort Worth; Jill
Nixon, Fulshear; Dr. Bonham and
Marcille Magness, Houston; John
Parker, M.D., Plano

INSTITUTION MEMBER

Allen County Public Library, Fort
Wayne, IN.; Baylor University,
Waco; Davis Library, Chapel Hill,
NC; Galveston Texas History
Center, Galveston; Houston
Public Library, Houston; Porter
Henderson Library, San Angelo;
South Garland Public Library,
Garland; Southern Methodist
University, Dallas; Nicholson
Memorial Library, Garland; Texas
Tech University Southwest
Collections, Lubbock; Watauga
Public Library, Watauga
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