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‘Who Designed the

Lone Star Flag?

BY CHARLES A. SPAIN JR.
The Lone Star flag of Texas is recog-
nized around the world as unique
among state banners, but there is still
great speculation, controversy, and
scholarly debate about just who de-
signed this unique icon.

16

A Grassroots Effort

To Preserve the Past

BY CYNTHIA HARRIMAN
Faced with the loss of their collection
of Texas artifacts, which lay in storage,
the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy Texas Division rallied to save its

22

historic flags and find a new home for
the banners and other priceless relics
A Flag’s Story 26
BY FONDA GHIARDI
THOMSEN

Flagsare more than fabric. They tell the
story of sacrifice and the struggles of the
men who carried them. Fonda Thom-
sen, considered to be one of this
country's premiere textile conservators,
says that these banners deserve to be
ot with epect and st o
hat the stories within their folds

re not lost forever.
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Saving the Colors:

Flag Preservation in Texas
BY ROBERT MABERRY JR., PH.D.
Relegated for years o boxes, many of the
historic flags of Texas are now being con-
served and readied for public displ
exhibit scheduled for Houston in 2
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

BY LEWIS A. JONES

Thisis a very special issue of HERITAGE
magazine. It has a somewhat different laok,
and it is the first in many years to contain
color. It is the subject of this issue that the
board of directors felt warranted these spe
cial touches. You see, in this particular is-
sue we look at Texas-related flags. In its sim
plest terms, a flag is a piece of bunting or
other textile matcrial of any shape and size
displayed on a staff or pole. That s the body
of aflag, but itssoul is not so casily described.
The soul of a flag is a reflection of thoughts
and emotions, a pulsating time capsule.
Standards heg
jeets carricd at the tops of s
made of skin, wood, brc
metal and depicted an attribute of a god or

n as vexilloids, solid ob.

fs. They were

or precious

guardian spirit. Five centuries before Christ,
Egyptian armies carried tablets inscribed
with the pharoah’s name.

That flags can stir emotion is found in the Book of Psalms
“Terrible as an army with banners.” Also, Moses called on the
people of Israel to “encamp each by his own standard, with the

ensigns of their father's houses.”

The earliest known flags were used in China to indicate differ-
entarmy groups. In Europe, the Roman cavalry used a square vex-
illum (flag) o identify themselves. Soon, the flags in Western
Europe began to be clothed in religious symbolism.

It seemed natural to state sovereigns to exhibit these reposito-
ties of extraordinary virtues symbolizing their divine choice to
vanquish the heathen hordes. The blue mantle of St. Martin and
the red banner of St. Denis inspired French troops for genera-
At the Battle of Hastings, Harolds Dragon Banner was
blessed by his English bishops; William had the henediction of
the Pope for his standard.

In the Middle Ages, heraldry became important as a means of

tions.

identifying kings and lords. The distinctive coats of arms that de-

veloped were used as pennons, and some still exist today

The most significant development of flags was for use at sea as a
means for identification and code signals. In fact, a seaborne black
raven on a white field (the Viking's Sea Rover’s Banner) was prob-
ably the first flag raised on the North American continent by Erik
the Red or his son Leif, circa 1000 A.D. The “red ensign,” a small
white upper canton with the ancient symbol of England — the Cross
of St. George -~ was planted in 1607 at Jamestown and in 1620 at
Plymouth. Christapher Columbus hoisted two flags in the Indes: a

personal flag of Ferdinand and Isabella and
the royal banner of Spain.

With the American and French Revolu
tions, political flags came to be the most im-
portant of all. The early rebels against Brit-
ish rule in America had already added pro-
4
The most famous of these was the serpent
with the message, “Don’t tread on me!” The

revolution popularized the use of stars as a

vocaive inseriptions to lags as carly as |

symbol of independence and liberty, and
from 1800 onward, more flags included sars,
previously a practically unknown emblem

In 1839 Texas adopted the “Lone Star”
flag to represent the Republic, and it subse-
quently became the state’s hanner. The
Texas flag is ane of the most recogn
and it should be

Flags have come to symbo

Photo by Ann MeDonald

ologies, as evidenced by the Nazi
Designed in 1920 by Hitler, it became the national flag of Ger-
many from 1935-1943, representing the Republic’s nationalistic
and anti-semetic policy;

Unguestionably, the most misunderstood emblem is the Con-
federate Barele Flag. This was a flag conceived out of necessity
Designed with the distinetive St. Andrews cross, Confederate
troops could readily establish identity and allegiance in the haze
and din of batcle. The Battle Flag was never adopted by the Con-
federate government as a national representative. Indeed, it has
been purloined by h

ate groups to advance an ideological cause
foreign to its original purpose. The controversy and resultant ca
cophony has shrouded any legitimate dialoguc on the proper place
ment of this flag in history. Unfortunately, those that swagger
mendaciously from their smug high ground about its meaning do
50 from ignorance —or worse, with a calculated distortion for a
political purpose. Therefore, it is shameful that the history, pa:
triotism, beauty, tragedy, nobility, and romance hidden in s folds,
emblemed in s design, and limned in the colors of the

nfeder.
ate Barele Flag could be discarded from the storchouse of history

Flags are a metaphor for people infused with a paiotic and
grand purpose of life. These fabric icons continue today to inspire
and morivare, as evidenced by the interviews in this magazine
with several Texans who tell why they stepped forward o con-
serve the flags of this state so that their importance in our legacy
could continue to be recognized.

God Bless Texas.
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TEXAS BATTLE

FLAGS

Flag of the Twentieth Texas Infantry,
Galveston 1862. Thare vias no one

First National flag pattern, best
known as the Stars and Bars,

ne would think that Texans have always cherished their historic flags. After all, the

state’s most recognizable symbol is the Lone Star banner. Yet before the Civil War

it rarely occurred to Texans to save their flags for posterity. Only one Lone Star flag
from antebellum Texas still exists in the state, and it was obtained from Mexico. Three
Mexican flags from San Jacinto were preserved, but the government of the Republic gave
away the Texian battle flag from that memorable day.

After the Civil War, Texas became more firmly attached to the United States, and the
flags of the era reflect this. The Federal government insisted on uniformity in its colors,
which by the late 19th century played a lesser roll on the batlefield than in the 1860s. The
United States Army suppressed the Indians on the states western frontier, so here and
there a significant unit or garrison flag has been preserved. Otherwise, individual flags are

historical events of the era—the cattle drovers, frontier sheriffs, Texas
Rangers, and oil barons had other symbols. In the 20th century only the Texas National
Guard has had many flags of historical significance to preserve.

However, plenty of historic Texas flags do stil exis; they are mostly Confederate flags
from the Civil War. Relatively more Texans served in the Confederate army than in any other
fighting force, and every one of the dozens of Rebel units had its own flag, and usually
more than one. Even if Texans had not made a conscious effort to save their Confederate
flags, the sheer weight of numbers assured that many would still be around today. But the
veterans and their families were passionate about preserving the old flags as testaments to
the sacrifices, bravery, and honor of Texas’ Civil War generation.

Just as those Texans labored to preserve their past, people today are beginning to
make concerted efforts to identify and preserve flags, which represent the roles all Texans
have played in the states illustrious past
Many are stillinspired by the dramatic histo-
1y the Confederate flags of Texas represent
and devote time and effort o their study and
conservation. But other flags have captured
the imaginations of Texans as well. One of
the most popular exhibits at Fort Davis s the
simple guidon of a company of Buffalo sol-
diers, and within the last year several signifi-
cant flags associated with African-American
troops who served on the Texas frontier have
been identified, and efforts are underway to
raise the money needed to preserve them
Locating and conserving Mexican flags asso-
ciated with Texan history is another venue that should eventually yield rich rewards in
understanding the Hispanic experience.

Yet, no matter how diligent the effort to locate and preserve significant Texas flags,
there will always be more from the Confederate era than from any other, but most of those.
saved are not mere testaments to the “Lost Cause.” These colors were witness to some of
the most dramatic events in American history. While we may not always understand their
motives or beliefs, thousands of Texans were willing to die under those banners and for
that simple reason they deserve to be preserved. —Robert Maberry Jr., Ph.D,
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AND THE STATE OF
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SOLLECRION

m ROBERT MABERRY JR., Ph.D. I
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ﬁn June 1999 scores of people

and statewide news media braved
Austin’s early summer heat to attend
an event that was a watershed for the
preservation of Texas history. The occasion
was the unveiling at the Center for American
History on the University of Texas campus of nine
newly-conserved battle flags from the collections
of the Texas State Library. Few in the room depar-
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ted that day without having experi-
enced the awe of being in the presence
of living history.

The state of Texas has been preserving
significant flags since the Battle of San

Jacinto, but in recent years the resulting
d by time and by well-

ng but misguided preservation

collection, rav

2

attemprs, had been relegated to storage

in the basement of the state archi

building. In all some 23 flags had sur-
vived, and reflecting the priorities of pre-
vious generations of Texans, all but a

Richey's fancifl reconstruction of the
San Jscinto battle fsg

handful date from the Civil War era. Had
it not been for the dedication of con-
cerned Texans, it is unlikely any of the
er have been displayed
again. But private individuals, refusing to

flags would e

let these treasures be lost, raised more
than $100,000 for the conservation of
the nine most significant flags. Despite
this success, preserving the historic flags
of Texas has not proved an easy task.
Aside from the flag carried by Texian
troops at San Jacinto the extant flags
associated with the early history of Texas
survived only bey
of war. General
bartalion standards as part of the “vast
amount of property” he took from Santa
Annas Army at San Jacinto. These flags
remained with Texas military forces,

use they were trophies

m Houston listed three

which unfrled them on patriotic occa-
sions up until 1900 when they were
turned over to the state library, too fragile
and tattered for display. Texans of the
time, however, thought little about pre-
serving their own flags. In 1836 the gov-



HisTORIC FLAGS OF TEXAS PROJECT

The flags were found everywhere. In one yel-
lowed box lay the tattered remnants of a Texas
state flag hand-sewn by professional seamstress-
s in Virginia, The historic flag, boxed for more
than 50 years, had been presented to the First
Texas Infantry Regiment of John Bell Hood's
famous Texas Brigade just before the unit
marched off to join Robert E. Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia. e flag lew during the battle
at Antietam Creek, where the regiment suffered
more than 8o percent casualtes in less than an
hour while fighting n the famous cornfield.

In anotier box lay two silk Mexican banners
carried by Santa Anna's batalions as they
stormed the Alamo. Amid shous of “Remember
the Alamol” Sam Houston's roops captured those
banners — The Matamoros and Guerrero— plus
another one during the Batte of San Jacinto.

Found in still another box was the remains of a
28-star American flag first hoisted in 1845, the
year Texas became the 281th state in the Union,

These treasures of the Texas past were among
the 23 historic lags discovered within the halls of
the Texas State Library Archives at the Lorenzo
de Zavala State Archives and Library Building
During the time that they have been boxed and
stored, only a handful of historians and
researchers have viewed the historic relics

But thanks to the efforts of the Friends of the
Texas Historical Commission, state officials, vari-
ous foundations, and hundreds of individuals
who realized the true value of these icons, the
flags are being restored, preserved, and will soon
be on display for all to view and enjoy.
Specificaly, officials with the Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston, (see profile on page 1) have
offered 1o host a major exhibit of the restored
flags. That exhibit i set or October 2001 and will
present the history of this state from the Texas
Revolution through World War I

Without a doubt, this exciting project and cul-
minating exhibit is a fitting way for today's
Texans to horor and preserve the legacy of those
who came before us.

ernment of the Republic returned the

San Jacinto battle flag to the family of

Sidney Sherman, which donated the
remnants back to the state 60 years later
(see image, page 7

Tronically, aside from the San Jacinto

color, today all but one of the remaining

xas flags of this period are now proper

ty of the Mexican government. Santa

Anna sent home the captured guidon of
the New Orleans Grays to certify his vic
tory at the Alamo, and it along with five
la

tured during the sporadic warfare of the

Lone Star flags Mexican forces had cap-

carly 18405, ended up in Mexico City
museums. Today, all but one of these, the
Lone Star flag

Jisplayed in the Star of

Texas Museum at Washington-on-the
Brazos, remain in Mexico and unavail-
able to Texas historians.

Only during the Civil War did Texans
begin to make conscious cfforts to p
serve their own historical flags. The firs

of these were several battle flags of
Hood's Texas Brigade, which in late 1862
were sent back to Austin for display in
the state Capitol in order to “strike terror
in the hearts of the cowards skulking at

home.” As the war ended Texas soldiers

went to great lengths to ensure their

remaining flags did not fall inw the

hands of victorious Union troops. The

men of Hood's Brigade, for instance, tore

Jast two battle flags to shreds rather

th
than surrender them at Appomattox.

Fortunately for posterity, other Texas

Amelia Fower and her daughter,
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Confederates were more circumspect.
When the
Mark Kelton, a

e, removed the bartle

Army of Tennessee surren

dered, captain in

Granbury's Brig

of his regiment from its staff, and

with it hidden beneath his clothes,
trekked home. Everywhere in the Trans

Mississippi, individual Texas veterans

brought their units' flags home with ther

for safekeeping. Flags on public display in
Texas were taken down before the arrival

of accupying forces. Yet, some of the mos

significant Texas Civil War flags survived

because they had been captured during
By the 1990s the art of flag
preservation had become
ntific and more his-

tory-conscious. As stated in
the Hippocratic oath, the

more s

motto of the new breed of
textile preservationist was
"first do no harm.”

the war and sent north for public display

and as souvenirs for Yankee soldiers.
For more than a decade Confederate

f

of Reconstruction brougl

were not seen in Texas, but the end

of pride in the colors. At veterans

reunions the battle flags began to reap-

pear, and the presence of one of the old

banners at a public gathering “evoked the



Detail o g treated by Richey/Fower method

wildest enthusiasm, which when coupled
with the playing of ‘Dixie,’ set off waves
of Rebel yells, extemporaneous oratory,
mass foot stomping and not a few tears.”
Old soldiers began conducting elaborate
national searches to locate flags lost dur-
ing the war, and in the period of reconcil-
iation during the last two decades of the
19th century, many flags were returned by
obliging Northemers. To save those for
d their families

posterity,

often entrusted their flags either to the
State of Texas or to the newly-formed

Enjoy the hall

Republic of Texas.

In the Four Seasons Hotel

eritage — 19th century maps and
our fincly derailed handmade replicas of the historic flags of the

Visit us when you are in Austin. Call or write for a brochure.
The Gallery of the Republic

Post Office Box 156 * Austin, Texas 78767 » (512) 472-7701

United Daughters of the Confederacy
(see story on page 22). In 1905 President
Theodore Roosevelr, as a gesture of
national good will, ordered the return of
the captured Confederate flags still in
possession of the Federal government.
‘These added a number of flags from Texas
units to the state’s holdings. By the 19205
Texas possessed a significant collection of
historic flags, but time had taken its toll
— most were in such poor condition that
they were too fragile or damaged to be
displayed.

In 1931 state librarian Fannie M.
Wilcox, who had charge of the collection,
began searching for ways to restore the
disintegrating flags so they could be
exhibited again. She wrote flag dealers,
manufacturers, and finally the United

tates Bureau of Standards, but no one

ned to know how to repair aging flags.

Finally the associate director of the
Smithsonian Institute referred Wilcox to

the one person in America willing to
undertake the project. She was Katherine
Richey, and after an exchange of letters,
Wilcox began sending her the state’s flags.

Richey’s aim was to transform historic

flags into visually attractive exhibit
picces, but it was her mother, Amelia
Fowler, who had developed the tech-
nique that Richey employed. In 1912, the
commander of the United States Naval




Academy asked Fowler, who was famous
for her needlecraft skills, to develop a
method to repair that institution's time-
worn flags. After traveling in Europe, she
sertled on a restora-
tion technique simi-
lar to that used for
the stabilization of
medieval tapestries.
It involved placing
the flag to be treated
on a srdy linen
backing and firmly
sewing it in place
using a special stitch
that Fowler had invented and patented
When completed, one side of the flag was
hidden and inaccessible, while the stitch-

Fig. 1

ing made the other appear as ifa net cov-
ered it. Using this method, Fowler tre
ed more than 170 flags at Annapolis,

Fig.2
including the original Star-Spangled
Banner and the flag of the U.S.S
Constitution.

By the time of the Texas contract,
Katherine Richey had taken over the
busi
formed it into a lucrative commercial
enterprise. During the 20s and ‘305,
Richey and her large
staff, at an average cost
of between $30 and
$50 per unit, had “pre-
served” nearly every

ess from her mother and trans-

significant historic flag
in America. In promo-
material, she
claimed the Richey-

tional

Fowler method would

Fig.3

“make the flags endure for centurics, and
beautify them for display in any way
desired.”

Unfortunately, far from making the
s “endure for cen-
the Richey-
Fowler method actually
caused severe damage.
The large threads that
comprised the dense
netting  were

sewn
directly into the flag’s
fabric causing the rup
ture of fragile fibers and
accelerated  deteriora-
tion. Even worse, Richey had no respect
for the flags as historical objects. If a flag
had become warped or misshapen with
time, she would often cut sitsin the fab-

tic so it would lay flat or trim away whole

sections to improve alignment and sym-
metry. Sometimes she added new, ahis-
torical embroidery to make the flags more
pleasing to the eye. Flags received in
picces and tatters were reassembled and
spliced according to Richey’s whims with
no regard for the historical record (see
image, page 9).

Her treatment of
the San Jacinto flag
When
Richey received the
flag it was little more
than a pile of cloth
scraps in a box “with

was typical

no suggestion of a
pattern.” She made
no attempt to locate
historical sources to
determine how the  Fig.¢

flag looked but approached the project as
if she was working a
large jigsaw  puszle
“Often, 1 would stop,
not knowing how to go
on,” she wrote of the
restoration, “then in
the house or on the golf
course an idea would
come tome, ... would
dash back to the studio,
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place a bit or two, and then wait again for
inspiration.” Thanks to her inspiration, it
will probably never be known for sure
tly what the original flag looked like.

During the following decades

state cura-
tors found it necessary to remove all the
Richey treatments and mountings in
onder to save what was left of the flags.

Curators, however, did not abandon
the search for an effective preservation
technique. In 1965 state library offcials
sent the flag of the Toluca Battalion, car-
ried in the assault on the Alamo and cap-
tured at San Jacinto, along with several
others to a well-known textile expert in
upstate New York for treatment. For a
time Texans were pleased with the result.
The flag, in a beautiful heavy wooden
frame hanging high on the wall in the
San Jacinto Museum of History, made a
dramaric display

Unfortunately, the New York restorer
repeated many of Richey’s mistakes. In
1999 when the museum staff closely
examined the flag, they discovered the
middle  stripe,

inscription on  the
“Batallon Activa De Toluca," which

when viewed at a distance appeared to be
composed of rich dark
embroidery,  had
instead been drawn by
the restorer in paint
marker. This revela-
tion also solved the
mystery of how the
word Actito had come
to be misspelled on
the flag (see image,
page 9)

By the 19905
the art of flag preservation had become
more scientific and more history-con-
scious. As stated in the Hippocratic oath,
the motto of the new breed of textile
preservationist was “frst do no harm.”
Careful technicians applied new methods
of stabilizing fabrics that did not damage
antique fibers and scrupulously regarded
flags as historical documents, not simply
display pieces. This meant preserving a
s is,” neither adding to nor remov-

flag*




ing from it and mounting in such a way
that future scholars could easily disman-
tle protective frames and gain access to
the surfaces of both sides. For the Texas
collection the new era began in 1992
when Textile Preservation Associates of
Sharpsburg, Maryland, conserved the
San Jacinto battle flag according to the
new standards (see aricle on page 26)

State curators realized that if the remain-

Fig.5
ing Texas flags were cver to be available
o the public again they would require
the same treatment. Unfortunately, mod-
em conservation is very expensive, and
the state legislarure had licele interest in
allocating funds for furcher preservation.
The story, however, has a happy end-

Fig.7

Fig.6

ing. Individual Texans care deeply for
their flags, and under the leadership of
former Uni

ed States Congressman Mike
Andrews and John Nau, chairman of the

Fig.9

Texas Historical Commission,  they
resolved to rescue the flags in the state’s
collection. Working through the non-

profit Friends of the Texas Historical

Conserved Flags of the Texas State Library and Archives

By Robert Maberry Jr, Ph.D. (Flag images on pages 10-11)

1 Matamoros Battalion flag. The Matamoros

captured its flag

2 Guerrero Battalion flag. The Guerrerc
Battalion joined Santa Anna just ater the fall
of the Alamo and was part of the army
destroyed at San Jacinto. Recent chemical
analysis revealed that its captured flag is
drenched in blood

3Fag of s o.. First Toxas Infantry, Hood's

xas Br i flag sewn fom res stk
hoet. oo i regiment by Lula
Wighah, caughter o i it commander, o
one of the great treasures of Texas history. At

1862, during the desperate fighting in Millers
comeld the Fist Toxas ufred more than
82 percent casualties highest endured
oy oy it North o1 Soth in she e wor.
That day nine standard bearers fel carying
the flag, When the last man was killed the flag
was captured and picked up from among the
corpses by 2 Pennsylvania private,

4 First Toxas Infantry, Army of Northern

jinia pattern flag. Confederate
authorities meant this flag to be a replace-
ment for the Lone Star flag of the First Texas.

The regiment, however, refused to relinquish
the Texas flag and carried both into battle at
Antiotam,. This flag was also lost in Milers
comfield

5 First Toxas Infantry, Army of Northern
Virginia late bunting issue battle flag. The
Fanord vt e s cversized
flag 1o the First Texas very late in the war.
Ui fsscaphued s before he
surrender at Appom:

6 Sixth Texas Infantry and Fifteenth Texas
Cavalry (conslidated) Granbury's Teses
Brigade, Hardee Pattern battle flag.
Gomara” Pt Claurmes Dion

which
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included Granbury’s Brigade, was the only
in the Confederate army author.
ized to fly the blue Hardee pattern flag
Texans carried thig flag through the bloody
camage at the Battle of Franklin, the defeat
2t Nashvill, and up unil the Ay of
Tennessee’s final surrender in May 1965,
Captain Mark Kelton hid his
clothes to prevent its capture.

flag under his

7 Seventeeth and Eighteenth Texas Cavalry
(dismounted and consolidated) Granbury’s
Toxas Brigade, Hardee pattern battle flag.
Union for this flag in fierce

of the regiment exerted considerable efforts
to locate the lost flag, and in 1914 the widow
of 2 Union offcer returned i to Texas.

8 Taor patem batle feg of eidarsied
regiment, Walker' ision. Taylor
battle flags are e s e e
the normal colors of the Confederate battle

invasion. Walker's Division, which fought
mostly in Louisiana and Arkansas, was the
largest formation of Texas troops to serve
during the war.

9 Gould's Sixth Texas Cavalry Battalion,
Confedarte Stars nd Bars varart. Ths
imaginative, homespun variant

it Goulls Batolion was dsmounted soon
after its formation in 1862 and serving as
infantry saw much action along the Red River
After the war, its commander Robert S
Gould, a noted jurst, became chief justice of

two original faculty members of the
University of Texas law school.



Commission and in conjunction with
Chris LaPlante of the Texas State Library,
the group initiated the Historic Flags of
Texas Project in 1997. The first phase of
the project was to identify the most his-
torically
lection and raise the funds required for
. This effort culminat-
ed in the unveiling of the nine magnifi-
cently conserved flags. Fundraising is now

ignificant flags in the state col-

their conservati

underway for the treatment of the rest of

the collcction (see sidebar on page 14)
“The second phase of the project will be
an unprecedented exhibition of 40 of the
most significant surviving flags from all
eras of Texis history to be presented at
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, in
the fall of 2001 Gleaned from collections
throughout the country, the exhibit will
include flags from San Jacinto and the
Texas Republic, as well the most impor-
tant surviving flags of the state’s G
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War regiments, including all the existing
lors of Hood's Texas Brigade. Flags
associated with the Texas frontier, the.

As the war ended Texas sol-
rs went to great lengths to
ensure their remaining flags
did not fall into the hands of
victorious Union troops.
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Spanish-American War, and Texas units
that served in World Wars I and 11 will
round out the exhibition.

Flag conservation in Texas is now off

w0 a solid stare. The spectacular effort by
the membership of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy o pre-
serve their impressive collection and the
success of the Historic Flags of Texas
Project have awakened considerable
interest in flag conservation throughout
the state. But there are still many flags
yet to be located, identified, and treated
(see sidebar on this page), and only the
continued partership between  the
state, private organizations, and individ-
ual Texans can assure that these treas
ures will not be lost.
Robert Maberry Jr., Ph.D., is adjenct professor of
sty a Texas Chrstian Universiy i Fore Worth,
historan for the Historic Flags of Texas Project, and
guest cuorator for “Texas Flags 1836-1945" exhibit at
the Musewum of Fine Ars, Houston.

Unconserved State Archives Flags (in order of priority)

By Robert Maberry Jr, Ph.D.

Fifth Toxas, Hood's Brigade, First
National/Lone Star variant. This is the
second battle flag of the Fifth Texas
Infantry. Texas State Archives M-29.

Thid Toxas Cavalry, Ross’ Brigade

et e of - Nontn Vs
v bt f0g wit bt homrs o
noting the_extensive senice of Ross’
Brigede in the Ay of Tennessee. Texas
State Archives M-

Galveston Garrison Flag. This lage Second
National patern Confederate faq flew over
the Galveston defenses beginning i 1853

Eighth Texas Infantry, Hobby's Regiment.
This First National Pattern *Stars and Bars'
with soven stars s the gariso flag of
Esperanza. Hobby's
YA

Matagorda
Island that defended Pass Cavallo. The fort
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and s fag were captured in Novamber
1863 during ea-borne Union
invasion. Tenos State Archives W18,

ntry or caval-

ttle flag.

nth Texas Infantry and

Sitacni Tosak Cavaky- wera'part o e

et rspalod Unir Gt Garks

i R Compaign: Th &5 om

battle flag with some interesting stitch
T S s

Lone Star Flag. This s a Texss flag that his
been impossible to identify. Texas State
Archives M-20,

Saint Andrew’s Cross variant battle flag
of unidentified unit. This interesting flag s
hand stitched from printedsik dressmaker
fabric. The yellow printed repeats are visi-
ble throughout the field. Texas State
Archives M-23

Saint Andrew's Cross battle flag with
oversized stars. _Unidentified “hom:
made" flag. Texas State Archives M-




Tt o o T
preserving signficant flags

INDUSTRIES

A Texas company that proudly
supports historical preservation

Thermoelectric Innovation Through Research
Road » Dallas, TX 75238-1645
e 2 4900 + Fax 214/341-5212




Who Designed the Lone Star Flag?

INPID PG o op g 3
i /Z//’d'?':’;zi-" ,/,;/

= = —

Even though the Texas state flag is recognized around the world, there s still
great controversy and scholarly debate surrounding just who designed this famous icon.
BY CHARLES A. SPAIN JR. - IMAGE ABOVE COURTESY OF THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY & ARCHIVES COMMISSION
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PROFILE: JOHN NAU

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

Since his appointment as chairman
of the Texas Historical Commission in
January 1995, John L. Nau 11, of Hous-
ton, has represented the state agency
dedicared to the preservation, retora-
tion, and of our Texas

more than $300,000 necessary to preserve
and restore these nine flags in Phase | wasa
grear challenge,” he said. “Several compa-
nies, foundations, and individuals stepped
up to the plate and offered financial assis-

hemsg: He s taken special interes,
| howev

o supporting this wrthy endeavor While
e

il o the e e
| Fexas projece:

According to Nau, “The idea for

 this undertaking wasborn out of boxes
discovered lying within the files of the
Texas State Library and Archives con-
taining 23 hisroric flags. After carcful
examination and consideration, the
Commission quickly realized that
these flags, clearly telling the
chronicles of Texas, should be dis-
played and made available for all Tex-
ans to see.”

The nine flags ecently unveiled in
June 1999, were part of Phase | of the
Preservation and Restoration Project
(see sidebar of conserved flags on page 11).
In the next phase of the project, the
Commission will oversee the restora-

the generosit
individuals has aforded us the opportunity
0 step back in time and relive milestones
that reflect the history of our great state, ad-
ditional funds are still needed” (see sidebar
of unconserved flags on page 14).

Nauhas not seen fit, though, to let oth-
ers shoulde the great financial challenges
of this flag conservation project. As presi-
dent and chief executive officer of Silver
Eagle Distributors, L P, he, his wife Bobbic,
and Silver Eagle Distributors have become.
the sponsors of the Seventeenth and Eigh-

as the national flag from December 10,
1836, o the adoption of the Lone Star Flag
on January 25, 1839. The Texas naval
ensign was also adopted as a part of the
same bill. The ensign was the same design
asthe United States ceptit had only
one star in the blue union (see image on
page 20).

The Lone Star Flag
The Lo Sta Flag wasadoped by te
Texas Congres in 1839, replac the

“{Tlhe national flag of Texas shall
consistof a blue perpendicular stripe of the
width of one third of the whole length of
the flag, with a white starof ive points in
the centre thereof, and two horizontal
stripes of equal breadth, the upper stripe
white, the lower red, of the length of two
thirds of the whole length of the flag” (see
image on page 16). Senator Wharton intro-
duced a bill on December 28, 1838, con-
taining the flag’s design, and the bill was

sign:

teenth Texas Cavalry C:
Granbury's Texas Brigade flag. During the
Atlanta Campaign Granbury’ Brigade, in-
cluding the Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Texas, participated in some of the hardest
fighting of the war. After a brief hand-to-
hand srugle . the Batle of Adanta on

value to Texas history. These flags in-
clude the Fifth Texas Hood's Brigade, a

July 24, 1864, the lag
soldier of the Fifreenth Michigan lnhnwy
and tumed over to Union General William

hybrid of the Te
federate flag present at Sccond

fanassas, serving the regiment during
1 i T omried il

T.Clark.
enteenth and Eighteenth Texas made con-
siderable efforts to locate the flag. Aftera
K

ing the camage of the Antietam holo-
caust;the Toluca Battalion Bartle Flag,
one of the hardest fighting commands
inSanta Anna’s ammy present during the
final assault on the Alamo and later
captured at San Jacinto; and the hand-
‘made Fifth Texas Infantry,present at the
legendary “General Lee to the rear”
episode at the Battle of the Wilderness
in May 1864. Handsewn by Maude J.
Young of Houston and presented to the
regiment in the winter of 1862-63 with
defeat on the horizon, officers of the
Fifth Texas returned the barle flag to
Young for safekeeping.

Asan avid historian, Nau i pleased
to bea part of the effort being made to
preserve essential reminders of the
Texas past for the generations that are
yet to come. “The challenge to raise

long search,
to Texas in 1914.

“This flag, not unlike the others, repre-
sentsa significant part in the history of Texas
as we know it today,” said Nau. I is the
finest Hardee bartle flag in existence, and it
was important that we keep it preserved for
future generations.”

JOHN NAU HAS NOT SEEN
FIT, THOUGH, TO LET
OTHERS SHOULDER THE
GREAT FINANCIAL
CHALLENGES OF THIS
(HISTORIC FLAGS OF

TEXAS) PROJECT.
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tor Oliver Jones and two unnamed sena-
tors. This committce reported a substitute
bill containing the g design intro-
duced by Wharton. Congress passed the
substirute bill on January 21, 1839, and
President Mirabeau B. Lamar approved it
on January 25, 1839. The bill also modi-
fied the Texas seal into its present form, a
lone star encircled by olive and live oak
Official art for the Lone <m
Flagand seal was drawn by Petcr Krag,
thisart was approved and signed (48
down) on January 1839, by President
Lamar; John M. Hansford, speaker of the
House of Representarive:

branches

Bumet, president of th
worthy that Krag’ fl
approved and signed with the same legis
lative formality as the text of the bill

art were

The Stewart Caim

So how does this relate to the claim that

r
Stewart came to Texas in 1830 and
tively involved in Texas politics.
Amaong other things, he was  delegate to
the 1836 convention, signed the Texas
Declaration of Independence, practiced
medicine in the town of Montgomery, and
served thre
House of Representatives after statchood.
Stewart clearly was an influential man with
friends in high office, but none of this links
him to the Lone Star Flag.

terms as a member of the
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BLOODY LEGACY OF PINK HIGH
Half Century of Violence in Texas
By Bill O'Neal

INS: A

Pink Higgins.
Texas'
participated in as many

reluctant. gunfight
gunfights and_ killed
many or more adversaries
as Wyatt Eap, Doc
Hollday, and the Sundance

Paperback, 6 by 9. 168 pages, photos.
hy, endnotes, index

INDIANOLA AND
MATAGORDA
ISLAND:
1837 TO 1887
By Linda Wolff
ISBN 1-57168-340-2
1595

Irade paperback.

176 pages

FRANKIE: Mrs. R.D.
Randolph and Texas
Liberal Politics

By Ann Fears Crawford
With a foreword by
"Sissy" Farenthold

Hardback, 6 by 9,
184 pages, photos,
endnotes, index

TEXAS MILITARY

VETERANS OF VETERANS
CZECH ANCESTRY F CZECH
ted by the ANCESTRY|

Compiled and.
Crech He

Society of Texas
ISBN 1-57168-344-5
$45.00

Hardback, 8% by 11,

29 pages, b

Texas’ Largest
N PRESS ===

Publisher of Texas History
BATTLE FLAGS OF TEXANS IN
THE CONFEDERACY
Written & Illustrated by
Alan K. Sumrall

BATTLE FLAGS|
or TEXANS

IN THE CONFEDERACY

‘Fascinating collection of battle flags...detailed (§
historical and reference information.
comprehensive reference work to date on the
subject...beautifiully bound book.”

—THE VICTORIA ADVOCATE.

most

ISBN 0-89015-1, 529.
176 pages, 8 1/2 by 11, 80 g plates, period
halftones. Hardback

ALAN K. SUMRAL

LONE STAR GENERALS IN GRAY

By Ralph Wooster

More than 70,000 Texans served in the military during the Civil War, the
majority in the Confederate army, and others in state forces protecting the
frontier. OF the total, thirty-seven Texans reached the rank of general. D
Wooster, noted Civil War historian, researched deeply in Confederate
records, wrote detailed profiles of each general, and collected photos of
£ s of TEXAS AND TEXANS IN THE CIVIL

1an 1-57168-325.9........524.95
6 by 9,322 pages, photos of all 37 generals, endnotes, index

THE RAW FRONTIER, Vol. 2

Armed Confliet Along The Texas Coastal Bend

By Keith Guthrie

As the defeated Mexican armies retreated to Mexico, hundreds of soldiers
deserted rather than go home. They became rustlers and gathered the wild

attle roaming the countryside. They competed with disgruntled Texans

who organized gangs to steal cattle and terrorize settlers. As soldiers who
retuned home from the Texas army found their possessions cither stolen
i tried to rebuild, they found that they had to keep their

indy 1o fend off Indian raids, or attacks by Mexican rustlers and

{7ingo cothrons, B the seters pesevered aad built e ven.

ries passed down and collected by the author are at the lcast unique. The author,
paper publisher, makes his home in Taft with Iris, his wife and part-time editor.
ISBN 1-57168-339.
6by9, 192 pages, p,.pumk. photos, maps, index

former news-

To order, cal

1-800-880-8642

P.0. Box 90159 * Austin, TX 78709-0159
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inspiration for the Lone Star Flag. It was
probably based on Dodson’s lag, which it-
sl was based on the Mexican flag, a ban-
ner in turn based on the French revolu-
hite, andred. Th

Hopefully this desire for certainty will con-
structively channel itself into further re-
scarch about the history of Texas flags.
With so many old newspapers and collec-

Dodson flag was created at a time when
many people in Texas sill wanted Texas
0 remain part of Mexico, but only as part
of a federal state loyal to the 1824 Mexi-
can constitution. Certainly by the fall of
the Alamo on March 6, 1836, the possi-
by of Texas remaining part of Mexico
was gone. The Lone Star Flag was never-
theless able to use the basic Dodson ele-
ments by rearranging them into a variant
of the USS. flag in its most basic form: one
red stripe, one white stripe, and one white
star on a blue field. The Lone Star Flag is
not only beautiful in its simplicity but cl-
egant in the way that it bridges the Mexi-
can and American heritage of Texas.

The question of who designed the Lone
Star Flag apparently was not a concern in
the 19¢h century. It now seems like a simple
question that must have a simple answer.

tions of lg his-
torians, the definitive story of Texas and
her flags is far from complete.

Charles A. Spain Jr. is a Houston atiomey
whose hobby is vexilolog, the sty of flags
He is secretary-general of the International
Federation of Vexilological Associations and
past president of the North American
Vexillological Association.

References:

Mamie Wynne Cox, “The Romantic
Flags of Texas” (Dallas: Banks, Upshaw,
1936).

Virginia Stewart Lindley Ford, Steuart,
Charles Bellinger Tate, in Ron Tyler, ed.,

“The New Handbook of Texas (6 vols.
Austin: Texas State Historical Asn., 1996).

Charles E. Gilbert, Jr, “A Concise His-
tory of Early Texas 1519 to 1861” (Hous-
ton: Adeo Press, 1964).

Charles E. Gilbert,Jr, “Flags of Texas”
(Pelican Publishing: Gretna, La., 1989).

L. W. Kemp, Stewart, Charles Bellnger,
in Walter Prescott Webb ed., “The Hand-
book of Texas” (Austin: Texas State His-
torical Association, 1952).

Adele Looscan, The History and Evol-
tion of the Texas Flag, in Dudley Goodall
Wooten, ed., “A Comprehensive History
of Texas 1685 to 1897” (2 vols., Dalla
Scarff, 1898; rpt., Austin: Texas State Hi
torical Association, 1986)

Charles A. Spain Jr., “The Flags and
Seals of Texas,” South Texas Law Review
33:215 (February 1992).

Charles A. Spain Jr., Flags of Texas, in
Ron Tyler, ed., “The New Handbook of
Texas” (6 vols., Austin: Texas State His-
torical Association, 1996).

Charles A. Spain Jr, Flags of the Texas
Revolution, in Ron Tyler, ed., “The New
Handbook of Texas” (6 vols., Austin: Texas
State Historical Association, 1996).

e
et o

35 53:504-838.50

ek, Vi and MC rders
acaped y il phon, or .

Hidalgo County Historcal Muscum
21E. Teas 78539
19563836911+ KAX (3561 3818518

HERITAGE » 21 * WINTER 2000



The United Daughters of the Confederacy Flag Collection

A Grassroots Effort

to Preserve The Past

Terry's Texas Rangers F
where the staff is on the

and the bottom in he reverse of the flag.
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fop image is the obverse side of the flag (front of the banner,

s

BY CYNTHIA HARRIMAN

5 his story begins in

1888, when three former
Confederate  soldiers
Nimrod L. Norton, William
H. Westfall, and George W.

Lacy donated the granite
from which the Texas State
Capitol was built. In grati-
tude for this generous gift,
the state gave these men an
office in the Capitol. A few
years later, these same sol-
diers gave that space to the
United Daughters of the
Confederacy to use for a mu-
seum. It became known as
the Albert Sidney Johnston
Museum and housed the ar-
tifacts that the Daughters

had accumulated.



In 1917, though, the state experienced
growing pains, and the UDC was asked to
move to the Old Land Office next door.
Governor Miriam Ferguson, who was a
proud UDC member, proclaimed that the
Old Land Office would be the home of the
UDC Texas Confederate Museum in per-
petuity: Although this was reaffirmed in the
1960s by Governor John Connally, when
the State Preservation Project came into
being in 1988, the UDC was asked once
again to gather its possessions and cither
leave the state ropery o donat he i
facts to the stare. The UDC carefully con-
templated this choice i el han
the donors of the artifacts had wanted the

¢ the items orginally, they
would have given them to the archive
B of to he Daughters. So wich this in
mind, the UDC lost its Austin home.

“The group moved a bit further north,
operating for a short while ar the Taylor
Museum of Waco History. No formal con-

d however, and after a
change of officers, the UDC was forced to
move its collection into storage. With no
money, no plan, and no home, the Daugh-
ters,as custodians for this public trust, were
asked by the Attomey Generals office to
find a solution to the dilemma.

mph belicve that
they can, and this was certainly the arti-
tude of Sherry Davis of Houston, who be-
came the president of the Daughters in
1992. Under her leadership, President
Davis brought the UDC from operating in
the red to a much healthier financial situ-
ation. She unified the organization’s mem-
bers in a campaign to save the museum,
working tirelessly on that effort. Davis ap-
pointed Cindy Harriman as museum dire-
tor, and the pair worked hand-in-hand to
spearhead the group’s effort, even though
one womanlived in Houston and the other
in suburban Fort Worth. Monthly phone
billsforcach often exceeded $300, but with
eyes focused on preserving the UDC col-
B, & pair began, with the help of a
small committee, to developa plan to con-
serve the colleetion and find a suitable
home for the irems. Collectively the com-
mittee members visited 35 sites and trav-
eled 50,0000 miles all ar personal expense.
Since that time preservation of the UDC
collection has come a long way:

One of the most valuable and historic
‘parts of the UDC artifacts s ts collection
‘ofhistoric lags. Afier examination of the
textile collection by Fonda Thomsen of

Textile Preservation Association Inc. of
Sharpsburg, Maryland, UDC members
realized many emblems were in grave need
of conservation and that quick action was
imperative. This meant raising money
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that would be used to conserve the collec-
tion.

The Daughters turned back to their own
history and launched a campaign that cm-
ployed some of the same approaches that
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When Judge David Jackson, president
of the Summerlee and trustee of the
Summerfield Roberts in

PROFILE: DAVID JACKSON, SUMMERLEE
AND SUMMERFIELD ROBERTS FOUNDATIONS

A STRONG FOUNDATION

Roberts served in the Third Texas Cav-
alry in Ross’ Texas Brigade, and John
Harri he Fifth Tex:

i =i g e ey

lere was quite a connection be-
tween the Cartwright and Roberts fami-
lies” thar links these two preeminent

Infantry in Hood's Texas Brigade under the
recently restored flag that was captured at
the Battle of Sharpsburg in September
1862 (He was wounded and caprured on

father was alieurenant in the Third Texas
Cavalry, but she had other family mem-
bers who were in the Fifth and First Texas
Infantries. There was really no question
that both Mr. and Mrs. Roberts would
have wanted be involved with this im-
portant flag restoration project that hon-
ored not only their own relatives but the
‘memory of many other brave Texas sol-
diers.”

Though the Roberts and Cartwright
family connections in this case are strong,
Jackson pointed out that the Historic

foundations to Texas and Confederate  July 2, 1863, a1 G Flags of Texas Pr that all Tex-

history, he was being modest. Jackson  vive the war.) ans can be proud of.

was explaining the reason that the foun- S0 it seemed natural and “The Houston M f Artsflag ex-
4 i h hibit will be a colorful and hi

servation of two flags — those of the First
Texas Infantry, Hood's Brigade flag and
the Third Texas Volunteer Infantry—
from the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy collection.
It turns out that Summerfield Rob-
iy b

Roberts Foundation play a role in the
project to restore these icons of the Cor
federacy. “Summerfield Roberts was dedi-
cated to the memory of his family and to
“Texas and Confederate history. I hink that
he would have been happy to be involved
ina project da flag that one of

bears his name, had several relatives in
the Confederate army. His grandfather,
Colonel John Summerfield Griffith com-
manded the Sixth Texas Cavalry regi-
ment from 1862-1863. Other Roberts’

his ancestors had fought under.”

Jackson continued, “Annie Lee Roberts,
alongtime member of the Dallas Chapter
of the United Daughters of the Confed-
exacv, also had an interest in this state’s

y has Lieutenant Ben

yand of the Confederacy. Her grand-

that recognizes our Texas past. It is most
important that we conserve these icons,
because so many men who served under
the flags gave their lives and liberry for
these banners. The flags are very promi-
nent and beautiful physical objects cer-
tainly, but more importantly they served
a5 an inspiration — a powerful icon that
united the men and served as a rallying
symbol of pride, respect, and honor. Hun-
dreds of years later these flags hold the
same inspiration for this generation and
for future Texans.” —Gene Krane

irethe most imp

ing the spirit of_the soldie
" 1861 the Sate of Texas was declred

a free and independent state, and subse-
quently joined the Confederate States of
America. The majority of Texans did not

own slaves and did not enter the war to

defend that practice. They did

feel compelled to defend their homes, fami
and their rights as Texans. It was these
that tens of thousands of soldiers fol-

afety of their hometown
hese blood-stained remnants

lowed fron

soldiers back
emblems of

soldier’s ha

is sorich in honor and
| o ngie
we erall the very reminder of

y material

soldier ranks among the
bravest men any war has ever

greatestar
produced. Furthermore,

during the period

of reconciliation, Tes
development of state an

local govern-

ments as well as institutions of high leam-
ing. The United Daughters of the C
eracy-Texas Division feel it is an honor to
work on behalf of these brave warriors.

Cynih
tors of the Texas Historical Fouw
and Southwester Coll

hia Harriman is on th

dion, ee
emeritus of the Texas Confederate Musetm

United Daughters of the Confederacy

www.antstreetinn.com

Make History!

Have your next meeting at the Ant Street Inn

The greatest little historic hotel halfway between Austin and Houston!

1-800-805-2600
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A FLAG’S STORY

Flag of the First Texas Infantry in frame. Courtesy of Textile Preservation Associates.

Banlc flags hold within them the stories of the men who carried the ban-

ners, the places they have been, and the events they have experienced. In trying

to preserve flags it is important that they are treated with great sensitivity or their
stories will be lost. During battle, flags were a sign marking who was where — a
rallying point for the men to follow — but more importantly, they were a focal
point for the multitude of emotions present during the confusion of war. Past
attempts to preserve flags have often been well meaning but many have “thrown
the baby out with the bath water.” Extensive sewing, gluing, and repainting in an
attempt to “restore” the original beauty of a flag has resulted in damaged objects
that have lost any story they might have held within their folds.

By Fonda Ghiardr Thomsen
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One of The osT 13porTant Things a conservator can do o a plag s
Thorough documentation so:thar o marrer what happens i the puture,
as wuch evidence as possible will be retaned.

In order to preserve a flag it must be
conserved. C
passingapproach that looks not only at the
flag but the environment in which the
banner i being stored and exhibited. It is
this environment, in which light levels,
temperature, humidity, air pollutants,
methods of support, and handling deter-
mine the rate of deterioration of the fab-
helpful
ed flag, but if it is

then

tion for which it was intended. The previ-

ous reatments must be able tobe removed,

leaving he rginalohiect intaceand il

able for subsequent treatments.

The American It for Conserva-
i

graphs, preparing scale drawings, and
dentifying and recording the materi-
als used in the original construction
ations, and ad-
Changes to the original flag

ditior

tion
als and institutions in lo

mmmwm delibraelyavided by e
AIC founders. Restoration implics a focus
1

of the flag can unfold.

An unidentified Confederate first
national flag in the collection of the
Texas State Archives measured 57" x
77". The flag had been given an ex-

the treatment is wasted.

an
objec( rather than addressing the causes of

servation of Historic and Artistic Works
‘was formed in England in 1950 to estab-
lishaprofession in which scientific method
would be used to treat significant artistic
and historic objects. A code of ethics was
institured that excluded the u
BB . ol ot e distnguished from
those of the original object. The code also
incorporated the principle of reversibility.
Since notreatment lasts forever, materials
used in treatments mus be able to be re-
moved without damaging or changing the
original abject. Also, the material used in

Iy than those

of m

ttemprs at restoration
oflcn destroy the original materials. This
was the case of Te Jacinto flag,
where during restoration the background
of the original painting was overpainted and
the original scene lost. Today, there is stll
much speculation about what the San
Jacinto flag actually looked like since no
images of it have ever been found.

One ofthe most mprtant thingsacon-

When this
treatment was removed and the flag
documented, it was found the flag origi-
nally measured at least 57" x 97" (s
below). During the flag’s history, sec-
tions of the fly end were cut off and
used to patch damaged areas of the fly
and canton. One patch was added that
came from an entirely di
All of these patches were sewn
threads from the Civil War period
dicating the flag must have been

nt sourt

servator can do to a flag is th
mentation so that no matter what mpmh
in the future, as much evidence as possible
willbe reained,Flagsare owo-sided b

ofthe original object. Ov
mon for chang
position of e reatment material to dam-
age or disfigure the original object so that
the treatment no longer performs the func-

i color and in the com-

in pattern, so both
sides must he documented. Documentation
of the condition provides a benehmark for
later reference to determine the rate of de-

verely damaged
possibly by cannon shor. The l
repaired in the g pi
+he iy e ol s the e v
According to historian Robert

Sketch of an unidentified Confederate
first national flag. Upon conservation it

doeumentation include taking photo-

at the o
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Tnteresting and sometimes unknown facts can
ld during the flag conservation process,
as shown in this example. From top to bottoms
Image one, the red star flag, was originally
believed to be the banner of the First Texas
Infantry. The second image is of the flag as
was sent to the conservator. The third
hoiogeash depcts the banner ducng the
Pl et g s 1 G i
finished p evealing that the flag was
actally that of the Ninctcenth Texas Cavaley
Photographs by nbuchler for the
United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Maberry Jr,the flag of the First Texas
Infantry was made by Lula Wigfall,
daughter of the regiment’s firs colo-
nel Louis T. Wigfall. Records indicate
that the flag was sewn from some of
Ms. Wigfalls dresses and presented to
the regiment during an elaborate cer-
emony at Richmond in the summer of
1861. The flag was carried by Texans
throughou the Peninsula Campaign.
Tt was present at the Battle of Second
Manassas in August 1862 and in Mary-
land during Lee's first invasion of the
north. During the battle of Antictam,
nine color bearers fell carrying this
flag. When the ninth man fell, the flag
was picked up from among the dead
bodies by a Pennsylvania private. The
flag was returned to Texas in 1905 by

the federal government. During docu-
mentation for conservation, it was
found that the flag was handsewn
throughout by a very highly skilled
seamstress. Techniques used in con-
struction more closely resembled dress-
making than flag manufacture. The
ribbed silk fabric used in the canton
asa garment fabric, not one typically
used for flag construction. While the
blue material was a dress fabric, there
was no evidence it was made from a
dress. It may have been purchased dry
goods. The damage was extensive with
atleast cight inches of the fly missing.
Damage use an
“Souveniring,” since it was a common.
practice for men to take a piece of their
revered fl
page 26)

Often flags will arrive in the con-
servation laboratory in unrecognizable
condition. One such flag was a ban-
ner from the Texas Confederate Mu-
seum of the United Daughers of the
Confederacy. The small silk flag was
listed as “one of the flags of the First
Texas” described as a white field with
ared star. When pieced together dur-
ing conservation the flag proved to
have an off-white fly with a white star
and “TEX 19" painted in red across the
fly. The flag real identity was that of
the Nineteenth Texas Cavalry. The
dyes have faded so tha the original
color is not evident, but the blood
stains remain as testimony to s use
(see images at left on this page)

was from

asa souvenic (see image on

When documenting flags, sampling the
particulate matteron the surface of the fab-
ics may be important in confirming and
supporting the flag reported history: Par-
ticle sampling can provide information on
sails, pollens, combustion products, salt
spray, and other particulates thar the flag
came in contact with during its lifetime.
Once a flag is washed, all of this inform:
tion i forever lost. Examination of the ps
ticulate matter played a key role in con-
firming the identity of two very significant
flags, including the original flag tha flew
over Fort Sumter on April 1, 1861, and the
national flag that the men of the Twenti-
eth Maine fought under at Gettysburg.
Once a flag is documented and the
plans for

are established, the conser-

vator must design an appropriate treat-
ment that will provide for the preservas
tion of the flag with a minimum amount
of intervention. Less is more. I a flag is
intact and the intended u:
further treatment may be carried ou. If
the flag is in numerous pieces and will be
handled, a system of encapsulation be-
tween two layers of sheer fabric may be
necessary to keep the flag intact. Flags
should not be sewn to a solid-backing fab-
i, as the fabric on the back hides half of
the flag. Flags hav an obverse
and a reverse, and both sides are equally
important. There is no front or back.
Treatments that cover one side hide half
of the flag. No one would ever cover half
of a painting, even though both sides of
the face are similar, yet covering half of a

is storage, no

e two side:

should not be sewn, as the
sewing thread is harder and stronger than
the fabric and will eventually cut through.
Adhesives change the entire texture and
ric. When a fabric is attached
support with an adhesive, the adhe-

drape of a
w

sive eventually breaks all o the old fibers
apart. Adhesives have a different cocfi
cient of expansion, and therefore they re-
spond differently to changes in the envi-
ronment. Being the weaker of the two ma-
terials, the textile breaks when the adhe-
sive expands. Therefore, placing the frag-
mented fabrics between two layers of sheer
new fabric provides a “safe” system of sta-
bilization. The fragments can be held in

place by sewing around the perimeter of
each fragment, thereby avoiding sewing
through the old fabric.
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- While Frank Yturria of Brownsville

PROFILE: FRANK YTURRIA
N AVID STUDENT AND
UPPORTER OF TEXAS

portant events in the Texas past. *I Im:w

y y

| just how he leaned about the Historic

Flags of Texas Project, that's about the
only detail he doesn' remember.

Shortly afer finding our about the

* flag conservation effort, Yrurria signed

on as a sponsor to conserve one of the

state’s lags. “When I learned thar they

| had found all thos old flags, 1 was very

excited. But when |

thar ut
L always thought that it was a i
unit. I found out, however, that though
Santa Anna had requested a bartalion of
volunteers, the group never materialized.
This was because the merchants of
Matamoros, which at that time was the hub
of commerce for Northern Mexico, were
not interested in seeing relations with

| oncof the banners that had been located
was the Matamoros Battalion flag that
 had heen captured at the Batele of San
Jacinto, I thought to myself Now this is
seting close to home, and | really o
interested in the project.”
Yuurria, who has written a book on
his great-great grandfather Colonel
e

lucrative.”

Yturria continued, “The Matamoros
battalion then was made up of soldiers who.
were stationed there, not of volunteers.
That's why the flag reads ‘Battalon
Matamoros Permanente,’ which means
‘permanent battalion,'indicating that the
unit was composed of regular soldiers.”

The M, Batialion flaghad

eral reasons. Number one, the Battle of
San Jacinto was a history-tuming event,
50 preserving the flag was important to
ur state’s past. Secondly, Brownsville
and Matamoros have such an interest-
inghistory that is not well known or pre-
served. The Matamoros Battalion flag
is part of that past. While the two cities
maintain good relations, I thought it
would be great for not only the towns,
but for the countries of Mexico and the
United States if this important picce of
history could be conserved and brought
back here.” While Yrurria was not able
to arrange for the original, conserved
flag to be returned, a replica of the ban-
ner was created, and the “Twin Cities
of the Barder” — Brownsville and
atamoros — have both displayed it in

i
Yuurria concluded, “People from both
sides of the border are delighted that this
flag was conserved. I feel particularly
happy that the school children of this
area, and all across Texas for that mat-
int to a piece of their

of Texas history. Hi

pered with information and dates of im-
E

i Yeurris
interested in sponsoring this flag for sev-

history that up until now they've only
‘been able to read about.”— Gene Krane

In any conservation treat-
ment, it is important that the

‘materials not only be rer
ible, but they should also be
chival so that they do not add
ts to the object
that will hasten deterioration.
Iisalso important that the ma-
terials last as long as possible so
that the treatment will endure
Any treatment causes dam
ccausc of the handling that
must ake place. When treating
flags,the use ofa sheer polyester
fabric for encapsu
than silk will reduce the fre-
d treatment.

w be exhibited, a

contamin:

tion rather

quency of rep
Ifafl
pressure mounting frame is

foratotally non-interventive system of sup-
port. This is a system where the flag is
placed between an archivally p nel
and uliraviolet light filering plexiglas. The
unitis held together by a two-part framing
t has a rigid aluminum support

ded

system
on the back and a frame on the front. This

e pE—

type of system provides uniform support

overthe entire surface of the flag without
any intervention; when the frame is
opened, the fl;
original state.

s are important historical docu

ments and as their guardians, we must
make sure they

are treated with respect

ﬂ and honor. It is our responsibil-

ity to make sure that they are not
mishandled with uneducated at-
tempts at preservation that de-
stroy the stories they hold in
trust

AIC Fellow Fonda Ghiar
Thomsen, conside
foremost  textile
director of Textile Pres:

country’s
experts

ervation Associates Inc., in

Sharpsburg, Maryland,

*Contact the American In

20006; (201
inford.cdu

452-9594 or

From left: Cynthia Harriman, of the Texas
Division of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, and Bob Maberry, historian
for the Historic Flags of Texas Py
watch as Fonda Thomsen works on a fla
from the UDC.
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TEXAS ARCHIVES

Thhe Tilted Lone Star
A Different Look For The Texas Flag

BY ROBERT MABERRY JR.,
PH.D.

Every Lone Star flag that is seen today
Tooks pretty much the same. Laws prescribe
its exact dimensions and proportions, and
the prim lone star stands upright and in
uniform proportion to the blue field it

graces.
This, however, had not always been

the case. Formostof the state’s history, Tex-
ans preferred their lone stars to have a
Four of the six Lone Star
flags that stil exist from the days of the
Republic have stars with upper point fo-
away from the vertical. During the

Civil War, Texans sometimes flew Lone

rackish slant

Star flags but more often unfurled Confed-

crate battle flags that had large lone stars

inthe conte reprecnting Tess
flags from the C

it \nwl one stars, 20 sarsare slanted.
Sometimes this led to confusion by those
not well-acquainted “.m Texas flags. In
flags are dis-
layed il it he el g
top, because this position n\'nkex the star
look upright. The Northem
mous 861 i e Al
aboue) similarly depicts the Lone Star flag
upside down so that the star is in an up-
right position.

Texas individualism in the placement

Mexico slanted-star
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of the star finally became too much for
aomes I 1933, he st of sl
teachers from the Legisla-
cpaseda il hesalepitose of wbich

wify the description of the Tes
andardize the star in the blue
field.” The new law presc

bed in great de
tail, complete with complex geometric for-
xactly what the proportions of the
ar flag would be. Henceforth the
lone star would always have the top point
positioned seraight up. The major stated
makers saw fit to strap the
Texas flag into uniformity was “so pupils
in the lower grades of elementary school
will be able to draw or make the flag.”
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JOHN PETERSON, BOOK REVIEW EDITOR

Great Birds of Texas
John P. O'Neill, edited by Suzanne Winckler,
University of Texas Press, 1999

Reviewed by John A. Peterson

ed at
tate park. Cortonwoods along the
ng yellow, brilliant

My kids and I recently camg
nearby

river

nst

bile tones of g dand

ing, capturing their elegant greyness.
My fourth grade ighter Alexandria
chose to write her weekly “probe”, a

school assignment, on the cranes. She

searched through birdi

eld guides and

opedi

found a wealth of prosaic
description, but only stilted and sterile
portraits to llustrate her project. She was
disappointed

that had startled our vision. Then this
book arrived in the mail, with its vivid

ency

These weren't the cranes

desert. Above, the autumn silence was
punctuated by the g ndhill

cranes, heard from a mile away, then nearer

tural rattle of

as their great sweeping columns passed

overhead. Their awkward name in English
doesn't capture their beauty in flight or
their greamess. In Spanish their name is

portrayal of the prairic, and
an accompanying narrative by John
Graves, who wrote:
They are areassurance, cranes. The

survival of large and visible natural force

into a time when survivals of thar kind
have grown ar less cerain than they once

these great gray birds when they show up,
every springand fall. May they endure
‘Great Birds of Texas” celebrates those

species of bird life in Texas that provoke
such epiphanies. Neotropical omitholo
gist John P ONeill contributes eloquent
portraits of nearly 50 birds that are native
to Texas. The illustrations are not only sci
entifically accurate, but also, in the selec
tion of detail and in the depiction of pos-
ture and sometimes action of the birds, are
evocative of the contexts within which we
personally encounter these birds.

tor Winckler and O Neill conterpose
the portraits with text from writers on the
natural world. Some, like the excerpt from
John Graves
entific or natural history

soliloguics; most are sci

tives. Nearly

were. Lamno priest or anything ike one, all recount a personal
but 1 find myself invoking @ blessing on~sp

encounter with the

more evocative, las grdlas, more mystify that moved the writer.

Time to get your Bonafide Orlglnagf{j
REAL Texas Calendar! n

Begins March 2*, 2000
Texas
Independence Day!

Y
Bonafide Original Real

Texas Calendar

Begins on Texas ndependence! i ‘“wnmﬂ .
) f S i
1t
5
mlb"?“ —
o

[itt gy
| Bianam
EStablggg
ety

Mailto: Roger Moore & More
12535 Hwy. 71 West
ustin, TX 78736
512/263-6943 or fax 512/263-6933
(includes tax + shipping)
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GRANT UPDATE

jfonorz'ny \7am1'fy
THEF Joins Brothers in Saving Good-Douglas Flag

In June 1861 Colonel Elkanah Greer
of Marshall, Texas, was commissioned by
the Confederate government to raise a
regiment of cavalry and a field artillery
company,

}.J. Good of Dallas and J.P. Douglas of
Tyler took on the task of raisi

he artil
lery company, which eventually became

llery to see action
River in the Army

the only Texas field
east of the Missi
of Tennessee
When the Good-Douglas Atillery, a
group of about 50 men from in an
the Tyler arca, marched from that city on
June 10, 186
ward to present the soldiers with a flag

‘ayoung woman stepped for.

You've Got To Eat!

Now you can help preserve Texas history while

you grocery shop!

The Texas Historical Foundation has joined with Randalls
Food Markets’ Good Neighbor Program to raise money for
historic preservation projects. This is how it works..When
you check out at Randalls, tell the checker you want the THF
number 5148 linked to your Randalls Remarkable card. Then,
every time you shop, your purchase will automatically be
credited to the Texas Historical Foundation account. And

rti the total amount that

all enrolled members spend to THE. You only have to sign up
once, so next time you grocery shop, you can raise money to

help preserve our Texas past.

Don't forget the THF number -- 5148!
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She was poet Mollie E. Moore (later
Mollic E/Maore Davis),
time. More than 135 years
of her family would re

at her acti

once forward — this tim

honor Mollie
Good-Doug
funds to restore the u

s battle flag

The Texas Historical Founda
P

through its Meadoy y
Fund and J.P. Bryan Prese

provided funds that paid

conservation cost. The

et half of
the expense was borne b others \.\m
Buford Meadows, Henry E. Meadows Jr.
Thomas O. Meadows, and Robert Read
Meadows. Mollie Moore Davis was the sis
ter of their

ather, Thomas

Oscar Moore. Davis was also the great aunt

rah Meadows Seay, who along with

her hushand Charl
money for the Found:
Fund that was used for the f
tion project
Mollie Moore [
her family from Al

ey g b mu.mm.

she was 16 had alrea
lished in Texas new
poy

i

novel seton the Brax
0 Austinite John Mea
significant to ¢

Accordin
“This flag was sur family, so

that it was one of the

when we learned

Confederacy collection th

been conserved, there was no question

that we had to do somethi
the Seay family, my brothers and | are all
very proud to know st

honor the memory

of not only one of our own ancestors, but
of a very special group of brave, fighting

Texans.
The Texas Historical Foun

tion ad.

ministers seven preservation funds
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s Project

significant Texas flags and
raising funds for conservation. Prime conboy Ervi E. Smith (1896-1947) wasa s shos
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i $1895 plus sipping and rax. To
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All 1-800-573-193
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(512) 936-2241.

tions are tax deductible.
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FORT GRIFFIN STATE PARK
15 miles north of Albany, U.S. 283, Al
762-3592; Daily 8-5; Military

CADDOAN MOUNDS SITE
6 miles S.W. of Alto, SH 21, Alto; (409)
858-3218; Open Wed-Sun 8-5; Prehis

ite; Adults $1, Children 50¢

toric $

MCcKINNEY FALLS STATE PARK
outh of Austi 183, 2 m,
west on Scenic Dr., (512) 243-2177;
Open Thurs-Mon 9-12, 1-6; Tues-Wed 9-
12, 1-3; Natural History, History; $2.

9 miles

SEMINOLE CANYON STATE PARK
9 miles west of Comstock, 90;
Comstock; (915) 292-4464; Daily 8-5;
Prehistory/History; $2 Car fec.

MAGOFFIN HOME
HISTORIC SITE
1120 Magoffin Ave., El Paso; (915) 533.

House; Adults §:

udents/Children $1

ADMIRAL NIMITZ STATE
HISTORICAL PARKMUSEUM

340 East Main, Fredericksburg, (512)
997-4379; Open daily 8-5; Cl
and Pacific War, historic building, mili-
tary exhibirs; A, “hildren $1.50

hester Nimitz

dults $

GOLIAD STATE HISTORICAL PARK
One mile south of Goliad, U.S. 183,
645-3405; Open Daily 8-5;

ar fee.

LIENDO PLANTATION
2.3 miles east of Hempstead off 1488,
Wyatt Chapel Rd. Information/reserva-
tions, (409) 826-3126 or (409) 826-3883.
Open first Saturday of the month, $5.

YNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

100 Ladybird Ln., Johnson City, and the
LB] Ranch, Stonewall; (830) 868-7128;
Daily 8:45-5; Historic house/ranch. No
fee except for ranch bus tour, $3.

CADDO LAKE STATE PARK

14 miles N.E. of Marshall, State Hwy. 43,
Karnack; (214) 679-3351; Open 8-5;
Natural H +$2 Car Entrance.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified ads cost 50 cents per word, with a
$20 minimaum, and must be prepaid. Adver-
tise historic accommodations, publications
events, products, or eal estate and reach more
than 4,000 readers. Send your ad to HERL-
TAGE Editor, PO. Box 50314, Austin, TX
78763 or fax it 0 (512) 453-2164

* “Texas Jewish Burials”, an alphabeti-
2 of 34,000 burials is available
as Jewish Historical Society,
PO. Box 10193, Austin TX 78766,
$23pp. for spiral binding/ $45pp. for hard
binding.

cal listi

* Texas Historical Home in Richmond
built in 1836 by one of the first settlers of
Fort Bend County, the house sits on six
acres leading to the Brazos River. Also in-
cluded is a log cabin presently used as an
art studio. Priced at $275,000; please con-
tact Phil Winkelstern at 281-499-8915 or
281-342-3938. View photographs at
c 125988.

american

eurocopter

is proud to support
the

Texas Historical JFoundation
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MONUMENT HILL AND
KREISCHE BAKERY

th of La Grange on Spur 92, La
(409) 968-5658; Open daily 8-5;
History; Adults $1, Children 50¢

SAN JACINTO BATTLEGROUND
EPARK

Hwy. 134, La Porte 77571; (281)
9-2421; Open daly, call for summer/
winter hours. Fre

AMILY HISTORICAL PARK
st Travis St., Marshall; (903) 935.
3044; 9-5 daily except Tues, and Sun 1.5
of James F. Starr, son of James H.
Star, Secretary of the Treasury, Republic
of Texas Children $1

Home
$3/person,

BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK

15 miles south of Richmond, FM 762
Needville; (409) 553-3243; Call for
hours; Natural History; $2 Car Park En.

trance.

CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
3 miles west of Quitaque, S.H. 86
Quitague; (806) 455-1492; Open daily
Prehistory, Natural History; $2 Car Park

Wendy Lopez & Associates, Inc. v

{ Ciiltural Resources Ser@

Dallas, Texas
wendylopez@worldnet.att.net

214-741-7777

TEXAS STATE RAILROAD PARK

U.S. Hwy 85 between Rusk and Palestine,
Rusk; (214) 683-2561; Schedule varics,
Historic Building, Site, Technol
Adults $8, Children $6 (round trip).

FORT CONCHO NATIONAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

285, L n Antonio; (512
4801; Open Tues-Sat 10-4; Historic H
Fumnishings; Adults $1, Children 25¢

FORT LANCASTER STATE
HISTORIC SITE

6 miles east of Sheffield, U.S. 290,
Sheffield; (915) 836-4391; Open §-5
Military History; Adults $1, Children 25¢.

IWDO\'B JOHNSON STATE PARK

1 mile east of Stonewall, U.S. Highway
290, Stonewall; (512) 644-2252; Daily 8
5; History, Living History Farm.

WASHINGTON-on-the-BRA!
STATE HISTORICAL PARK
Box 305, Washingt 7
Park and Independence Hall replica; l'vrk
srounds, &-sundown. Visitr Cener
pm; Adults $4, Children $2; Star of the
Repblic Muscurm, daly 10

Member Honor Ro

d from page 35)
ton; Nancy Dale Palm, Houston;
Phillipp, M.D., Buffalo Gap:
rt Plotka, Sovereign Capital Re-
Bill & Anna
hert Ricklis, Ph.D.,
C. Slack, Pecos

Princeton, N

R

Prothro, Au
Corpus Christi

Patron
Marion Alsup, Austin; Kirby & Georgia
Darnell, Henderson; Dr. Marian B. Davis,
Austin; Dr. & Mrs. Sam Fason, Austin;
arry Franks, Dallas; Grace King, Odessa
John ‘\mmm AIA, Austin; Jan Mead.
Robert L. Nichols, Wel
Merv vThmmmvn Pankratz, Boct

Parker, Houston; Permian Basin Petroleum
Museum, Midland; Shannon & Gay

(22
The
Ou

an

by Elizabeth Ashley Ruffin

Accepting VISA, Mastercard

w v ¢ v

Summer of
r Rebellion

v

historical novel

and personal check

P0. Box 158543
Nashville, TN 37215
1-800-941-5730 .on the Web!

medi.com/summer.htm
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Ratliff, Austin; EM. & Rosalyn Rosenthal,
Fort Worth; Dr. & Mrs. Rodney & Pamela
Schmidt, Austin; Edwin Schramm, Seguin;
Linda Team, Austin; Arthur Weinman,
Fort Worth

Contributing
Hon. & Mrs. James A. Baker, Austin;
Roger A. Bartlett, Austin; Billy Be
Marble Falls; Dan R. Beto, Brya
Mrs. Terrell Blogett, Austin; Clell Bond,
Austin; James Burnett, Shiner; T.G. Cara-
Austin; John L. Carter, Houston; Cen-
ter for East Texas Studies, Nacogdoches;
WE. Chilton, Fort Worth; Shannon &
Lori Clyde, Katy; Araceli Davis, San An-
tonio; Mr. & Mrs. Lous E. De Moll Jr, Aus-
tin; Mark Felton, Round Rock; Mark E
Fennel, Austin; ‘ogal, Dallas; B:
bara S. Hankins, Austin; Martha Lel
Hawkins, Austin; C.B. Hom Hupkm»
Fredericksburg; Dr. Nina Kay,
liam H. Kellar, Houston; C}
Luedrke, Austin; Mr. & Mrs. K
Jr. Houston; Ed Magruder, Mid
tin County Historical Muscum, Stanton;
MeDaniel & Co., Schulenberg; Sara May
Meriwether, Austin; Mr. & Mrs. Alan
Minter, Austin Sammye Munson, Bellaire;
Nacogdoches Convention and Visitors
Bureau, Nacogdoches; Nacogdoches Pub-
lic Library, Nacogdoches; Martha Nely,
Rusk; Mrs. John Newport, Fort Worth;
Chris Pasch, Austin; Ken Poston, Vidor;
Benny Poulson, Lorenzo; Alexander Pratt,
La Marque; William E Quinn, EI Paso;
Peggy Riddle, Grapevine; Martha Ray,
Rosenberg; Beverly Redwine, Austin;
Kathy Reiff, Austin; John Rowell,
Cle s S ubbock; M.

slie C:
W § ‘;hephrrd Bemmunr Ted
tin Linnea Smith, Austin; Frank Sprague,
Hamilton; Linda Stevens, Forte Jr. High
School, Azle; Mrs. Homer Stuck, Fort
Worth; Dr. Chester Upham Jr., Mineral
Wells; Ross Waggoner, Glenside; Mr. &
Mrs. Percy Woodard Jr., Denton; Ronald
L. Wyatt, Galveston; El Camino Real Mz
et Trail, Lycle

Mark your calendars for the
Annual Historic Preservation
Conference, May 4-6 in San
Antonio; co-sponsored by THF.

EIEEIIE PLACGE

Where history, people, and places come together

BY OLIVER FRANKLIN

On August 6,
1880, a major mile-
stone wasachieved in
the setclement of
West Texas and New
Mexico. That was the
day that Victorio, the
renegade  Apache
chief, turned his back
on the Texas Trans-
Pecos, during the
Battle of Rattlesnake

a reservation in New
Mexico,Victorio, with a band of men and
a flurry of gunfire, escaped and headed for
Mesico.

Reports indicated that Victorio and his

the

Ninth and Tenth Cavalry
Regim
than 20 years,they served
at Forts Griffn, Ringgold,
Concho, and
some of the harshest gar-
risons in ¢
is known about the lives
of the Buffalo soldiers
and few pictures exist.
But for the years be
tween the late 18605 and
carly 18805, the Buffalo
soldier wasa vital force in
manning unmannable
Texas. Brief periods of
rapid deployment and intense conflict were
separated by endleslonelines, hard abor
and racial animosity. Towns tha
thes

ts. For more

avis—

Little

et infastouctures, if not ther

very existence to Buffalo soldiers, enforced

Where, no one knew:. However, educated
guesses anticipared the Apaches’
cither to their old New Mexico home or
into the rugged Guadalupe Mountains,
where they knew they could hide.

Col. Benjamin Grierson, commander of
USS. forcesin the Trans-Pecos, felt that the
only way to defeat Victorio and his troops
was to station men at every watering hole
in the region. Victorio might be fast and
mean, but no man could weather the S
lo for long without warer.

After several bricf
companies of cavalry and infantry engaged
Victorio and his soldiers at Rattlesnake
Springs. As the Indians approached the
well-guarded springs, they were met with
USS. gunfire. When the smoke cleared, 30
braves lay dead. Only one U.S. soldicr gave
his life. Victorio and his disillusioned men
dishanded, ending the = Apucs menacs ol
the Trans-Pecos Wes

Allof in this small but

retumn.

agements, five

their exclusion from ciry limis

Along with the roads, buildings, and
tales of division and sacrifice that are the
legacies of the Buffalo soldier, there is
something else - a tangible item--that re-
mains: the regimental banner of the
Twenty-fourth Infantry Regiment
Founded in 1869, the Twenty-fourth’s first
e was Fort McKavett

Their flag, alarge blue regimental ban-
ner with an Eagle surrounded by
and their federal banner, the
Stripes, featuring 38 stars, are sitting
unconserved at the National Army Mu-
seum in Maryland

Few images are more symbolic and pa-
triotic than flags. The

hon

circle,

ars and

Historic Flags of

cking to iden:
historic ban.
ners. Adopting the Twenty-fourth Infan-
try Regiment flag would be easy and inex-
pensive.tshould be done. For without the
much of what we think of

critical event in Texas history were Buf-
falo soldiers, black Americans in the U.S.
Army. Given their sobriquet by Native
Americans for their hair' resemblance to
‘h tof their namesake, the Buffalo soldiers
gregated into the Twenty-fourth and
Twenty-{ifth Infanry Regiments and
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today as e ol
Franklin s execuive divectorof the Texas His-
wonical Foundation.

Image above is of Seminole Buffalo soldiers
Courtesy of Sul Ross State University
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