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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARSHALL J. DOKE JR.

Mapy/have played a unique and im-
porgind s016 in Texas history. Maps con-
wituted talbur history by their impact in
describing the territorial claims of the
Texas Republic and other countries and by
their promotional use in attracting settlers.
Much of our history is told through maps,
as reflected in Martin and Martin's “Maps
of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900"
(reprinted in 1999 by the Texas State His-
torical Association), a must for all Texas
map collectors.

Maps are a graphic image of what was

known about Texas at any particular time

aps assisted in making, and resulted from,

discoverics. They documented explora-
tions made to achieve political, military,
and cconomic advantages and were used
to communicate this information

a

rately and inaccurately) to individuals, ge-
agraphers, and governments.

One map actually may have directly
influenced Texas history. After Mexico re-

volted against Spain in 1821, it initially

refused to recognize the grant o Stephen
E Austin's father, and Austin promised to
provide Mexicos government with an ac-
curate map of the entire province if Mexico
would confirm his father's grant. Austin
received his contract to settle 300 fami-
lies, and he fulfilled his pledge. His 1830
map was the most accurate map of itstime.
Many believe that Austin had a more

portant purpose in preparing the map — to
auract serelers to his colony,
After Texas won i independer

in
1836, it had lots of land, no money, and
heavy debr. Texas sold land script to raise
money and offered land grants to encour-
age immigration, both of which required
surveys and maps. This led the Republic
almost immediately o establish the Texas
General Land Office on December 22,
1836 (over the veto of President Sam

Houston), only nine days after the Texas
Congress defined the duties of the heads
of departments of the government

The Texas Congress gave the Land
Commissioner authority in Section 5 of the
1836 Act to:

“....take chargeof .. all the records,
books and papers, in any way appertaining
t0 the lands of the republic, and that may
now be, in the care or possession of all

emprasaries, political chiefs, alcaldes, com-

missaris, or commissionersfor issuing land
titles, or any other person; and the said
records, books and papers shall become and
be deemed the baoks and papers of the said

eral land] office.

Section 24 of the Act authorized
conditional grants of 1,280 acres to male
heads of familics who would reside in Texas
for three years and 640 acres to single men

on the same condition.

Maps (including Austin's) were used

10 advertise Texas to prospective settlers

moving west with the Manifest Destiny
spirit, which resulted in an explosion of im-
‘migration to Texas. Many Texas maps con-
tained editorial comments (such as “rich
land” and *delightful country”) clearly re-

flecting promotional purposes,
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The cartographer’s work not only is
cientific but also is a distinct art form.
Original manuscripts and printed maps are
highly valued by collectors. Some are as
important for their errors as others are for
accuracy.

Antique maps of Texas are prized by
collectors, and map dealers all over the
world attest to their demand. The great in-
terest in Texas maps resulted in the orga-
nization of the Texas Map Society, which
is devoted to fostering the study, under-

standing, and collecting of historical may

and cartography. It is one of the few map
socieries i the United States.
The Texas

bol. The mere outline of the state is recog-

is a treasured sym-

nized over the world and is used as omna-

ments and on clothing to reflect our land

and the people. The map symbol on licens
plates and lapel pins is a source of pride as
a representation of our heritage.

We are grateful to Gerald D. Saxon

and Kit Goodwin and the Special Colle

tions Division of the library at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington and the other
contributors to this publication. We also
thank our own THF director, John M,
(Marcy) Davis Jr., who was of great assis-
tance to our HERITAGE editor in plan-
ning this issue.

We are confident this magazine will
be an important historical contribution and
a valuable supplement to Martin and
Martin's book and other cartographic lt-
crature, and we hope it will be a perma-
nent part of the library of Texas historians

and map collectors everywhere.

Doke is a lawyer in the Dallas office of
GARDERE WYNNE SEWELL LLP. He
welcomes your comments or suggestions re-
ganding th Texas Historical Foundation at his

e-mail address, mdoke@gardere.com.
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he empresario Stephen . Austin is well known for his colonization efforts in
Texas, but he also published the most accurate map of the region during his life-

me. He intended to prov
opportunities that flourished i the province during the years after Mexican independ-

e settlers, especially North Americans, a view of the

ence. Austin sought an instrument for furthering his colonial venture. In 1823, he wrote
that a map of the terriory would “add to the fund of geographic knowledge of Mexican

territory, and make known our beloved Texas...to the Mexicans and to the world,

because it has been submerged in obscurity for centuries and is stil little know
compiling and publishing his map, Austin followed the example of centuries of map
makers and who sought to display the complexities of the land

Austin,Stephon - Map o Texas with Parsof the
Aciining States, 1620 (o front cover forenlrgement)
Goutany ofTh e o A o,

e Universty of Texas at Ausin

1gh i Suphnt s gl
oo Estevan Aust, 1622, mmmpl
Courtosy f The Wite Musaur, S At

and the people

Beginning his quest to make Texas known, Austin, in 1821, explored and
‘mapped the area where his colony was to be located. When recruiting settlers
to his Texas colony, Austin advised them in the settlement document that
they would be required to aid in the soundings along the coast and at the
mouths of the rivers they encountered. (“Sounding” is the technique of deter-
mining the depth of the water at certain positions.)

In addition, the first group of settlers included the surveyor, Nicholas
Rightor, who Austin commissioned to sketch the region between the Brazos
and Lavaca rivers. Austin continued to obtain cartographic information while
in Mexico City in 1822 pursuing confirmation of his grant. There he acquired
2 manuscript map copied from a Franciscan priest, Father José Marfa de Jests
Puelles, who had been stationed at Nacogdoches. The Puelles map, dated
1807, contained accurate information on the eastern rivers of Texas, a valu-
able addition to the cartographic information Austin was gathering.

Like cartographers who came before him, Austin used all his knowledge of
previously published materials on the region, the Puclles map, information he

had gathered from his own explorations, and the data contributed by his

colonists and surveyors to produce a hand-drawn map. The manuscript map
displayed the country from a little east of the Sabine River to about the 104 meridian
i the west, and from about the 34'h parallel in the north, southward to the mouth of
the Nueces River (see map, page 11). This was the territory of Austin’s Texas.

Austin copied his map a number of times, submitting it with petitions to the Mexican
government, to individuals interested in his venture, and even to a map publisher in

London. He continued to gather information from acquaintances and colonists as well
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as exploring parties and surveyors he com-
missioned. Together with his own observa-
tions and those of the Mexican commis-
sioner, Manuel de Mier y Terin, Austin
updated his first efforts and drew more
accurate and detailed maps of the
province. In 1828 and 1829, Austin made
arrangements with Philadelphia map pub-
lisher Henry S. Tanner to have his map
printed. Tanner published it frst in 1830
in a packet format with the 28 x 24 inches
map sheet folded into covers 5.6 inches
high. Tanner updated and reprinted the
map again in 1833, 1835, 1836, 1839, and
1840 because of the inerest in Texas.
This first published edition, Map of
Texas with Parts of the Adjoining States
Compiled by Stephen F. Austin, 1830 (see
map, page 10), s important in the history
of Texas, but is also typical of all maps.

Austin, as a mapmaker, combined words
and images to help readers locate and het-
ter understand places. Today, we common-
Iy use maps to communicate graphic infor-
mation about places. Maps are used for
many purposes in daily life; for example,
they help people navigate from place o
place, identify land ownership, and indi-
cate where natural resources such as coal
and oil are found. Politicians use maps to
show the boundaries of their districts, and
advertisers may use maps o direct people
o their products and services.

Both contemporary and historic maps
have several key parts that help users
“read” the graphic and textural informa-
tion. The firt part of a map that catches
one’s attention is the geographic subject of
the map itself, or the mapped area, such as
Austin’s Texas. Some maps feature not

only this mapped area but also an inset
showing an enlargement of some impor-
tant area, such as a harbor, battlefield, or
city. Many maps have a cartouche, a some-
times-elaborate feature that contains the
title of the map, name of the cartographer
and publisher, date, and place of publica-
tion. The cartoriche may also contain other
graphic designs such as landscape images
or illustrations of, among other things,
people, animals, or plans. In the Austin
published map, the cartonche includes the
title: Map of Texas with Parts of the
Adjoining States Compiled by Stephen F.
Austin; the date: 1830; the publisher:
Henry S. Tanner; the place of publication:
Philadelphia; and an image of a cactus
with an cagle on top (see detal, page 12).
Many maps also include written commen-
taries that describe aspects of the history,
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seography, politics, or, as on Austin’s map,
notations about the desirability of the land
and the presence of wild game.

Maps usually have a compass ose or some
other symbol, such as an arrow, that helps
orient the map user to direction. Usually,
but nor always, north is at the top of the
map. In addition, maps may have a legend
that explains the symbols used: for exam-
ple, rivers appear as blue lines or railroads
as lines with cross markings. Maps usually
have a scale that shows common measure-
ments, such as miles or kilomerers, in refer-
ence to the map. Sometimes this is
expressed as a ratio, indicating that the
map is drawn at 1:20,000 scale, meaning
that one unit on the map equals 20,000 of
these same units in real life. Maps may con-
tain coordinates marked along the borders
that are usually shown as measurements of

longitude and latitude. These help the user

Many maps have a

cartouche, a sometime:
elaborate feature that
contains th of the map,

name of the cartographer
and publisher, date, and
place of publication.

know where the area is in terms of the
equator and other points east or west of
another map point, such as Greenwich or
Washington. Cartographers, as they fin-
ished their maps, often framed them with a
border called a neatine. All of these parts
tend 1o vary through time as cartographers
use different styles, but all of the parts can
be used to help understand the map and the
times in which it was produced.

Austin used his published map to con-
vey all of this and a great deal more about
the Texas provinee to prospective settlers.

As with any map, it was easy 1o see how to

navigate from one place to another. For
example, the major road at the time is
depicted running from the cast to the
southwest—from Nacogdoches, near the
United States border, to San Antonio de
Bexar —and continuing southwestward
across the Nueces. The map clearly indi-
cates the location of Austin’s grant and
that of another empresario, Green DeWite.
Prospective farmers and ranchers could
casily read the landscape and the commen-
taries Austin provided to determine the
desirability of the land for their particular
use. The first-time inclusion of the new

towns of San Felipe, Harrisburg, Brazoria,

tagorda, Victoria, and Gonzales speak
ent of the

of the relat
area. Austin's published map fulflled his
desiresfor an instrument of colonization by

y rapid settle

conveying in visual terms the unlimited
opportunities available in Texas.

Over time, the movement of peaples
across the landscape can be seen. One of
the fi part of the land
that later became Texas is Martin
Waldscemller’s, Tabula Terra Nova, 1523
(seemap, page 13). In the northwest comer
of the map, west of the island of Isabella,
and in the curve of the Gulf of Mexico in
the region labeled Parias, is the land now
known as Texas. The map clearly indicates

 maps to e

that Texas is associated with the earliest
maps of the New World. Later, the
Barricro manuscript map of 1728 (figure 2,
page 15) depicts the efforts of the Spanish
government to enumerate and solidify its
holdings in New Spain. The French maps
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of Father Vineenzo Coronelli, America
Septentrionale, 1688 (figure 1, page 15),
and Guilliaum Dellsle’s Carte de la
Louisiane et du Cours du Mississippi, 1718,
(figure 5, page 17) reveal the French
nterest in Spain's northern territo-

cour

ry. The territory of La Lowisiana, with its
boundaries that encompass the western
lands drained by the Missisippi all the way
to what is today the Pecos River in Far
West Texas, tells us how the French court
claimed teritory cartographically, when
they could not physically hold the region

In the carly 19th century, the great savant

Alexander von Humbolds, who had access
to unpublished information in both the
Aschives of the Indies and the materials hid-
den away in Mexico, published Carte du
Mexique et des Pays Limétropes Situres ou Nort
et Eest, 1811 (figure

cation of a North American map that

7, page 19). His public

included the Province de Texas in the
Intendencia de San Luis de Potosi boldly
revealed an enticing and complex landscape
tipe for Anglo exploration and settlement.

Maps are unique historic instruments—
and certainly Austin’s map underscores
this point. They portray the national inter-
est of countries, the hopes and dreams of
individuals, the movements of a diverse
people, the economic development of a
region and its resources, and, especially in
Texas, the cultural heritage of the area
Images and words come together on maps
to convey the physical and cultural envi-
ronment that existed at the time they were
produced. Through historical maps of
Texas, it is possible to “sce” the national
interest of first the Spanish, then the
French, the Mexicans, the Anglo-
Americans in the Republic of Texas, and
finally, the inclusion of the territory in the
union by the United Stares.

Stephen F Austin in the 18205 and 18305
realized the potential that a map of Texas
could have on the region. In attempting to
produce an instrument of colonization for
his empresario grant, Austin followed cen-
turies of mapmakers in surveying, compil-
ing, and producing both manuscript and
published maps of the territory. Austin’s



maps followed not only general standards of
cartography for the conveyance of graphic
information, but they also publicized the
cconomic opportunities in the colony
Today, it s clear to see Austin’s maps as
revealing the art and science of the period,
the culture of the people who sertled the

region, and the adventure of colonization.

In his published 1830 map, Austin fulflled
his dream to “add to the fund of geographic
knowledge of Mexican tertitory, and make

known our beloved Texa

Katherine Goodwin is cartographic archivist,
Special Collections Division, The University of

Texas at Avlington Libraries, Arlington, Texas.

il
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For more information about the maps of
Stephen F. Austin and other important maps.

of Texas, see:

Barker, Eugene C. “Journal of Stephen F.
Austin on His First Tip to Texas, 1821 in
Quarterly of the Texas State Historical
Association VIl (April 1904)

Castarieda, Carlos E. and Early Martn Jr,
“Three Manuscript Maps of Texas by
Stephen F: Austin.” Austin, 1930.

Jackson, Jack. “Shooting the Sun:
Cartographic Results of Miltary Activities
in Texas, 1689-1829." [Austin] Book Club
of Texas, 1998

Martin, James C. and Robert Sicney Martin
“Maps of Texas and the Southwest” 1513
1900, Albuguerque: Published for the
Amon Carter Museum by the University of
New Mexico Press, 1984

Meartin, Robert 5. “Maps of an Empresario;
Austin's Contribution to the Cartography
of Texas" in Southwestern Historical
Quarterly 85 (April 1982),

 Nows, 1523

Walchesmillr Marin, Tabul
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HISTORY

Selecting a small number of maps to represent

the rich cartographic history of Texas is like

selecting one’s favorite child or grandchild—it is

impossible! What this article attempts to do is to

bring together a representative set of maps to

reveal the prevalent themes and trends in Texas

cartography. Some of the selections are rare and

unique, but others are quite ordinary.

inhabit this part of the world.
The earliest maps depict the explo-
ration and discovery of Spain’s territory

struggle to define its northern provinces
International competition for Texas is
revealed in the 18th century French
maps of the continent and the region.
The coming of the Anglo-Americans

and the unfolding of the exploration of :

* and the continent as

& both the coast and the interior are seen
All, however, reflect the history and cul- ©
ture of the land and the people who :

primarily in 19th century maps. The

| is depiceed
als and, later,

first in the emigrant ma

> in the railroad maps. The economic
in the New World and especially the :
* the late 19th century maps, while the

development of Texas is most evident in

20th century selections indicate the
importance of the automobile and world
events. Texas is—and always has been—
a unique place, as graphically illustrated
in this gallery of state maps.

by Katherine R. Goodwin, Gerald D. Savo
: " and

=

and John M. Davis Jr.
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1601 (Fig. 3, this page) Hemrerny Tordksills,
Antonio de. Descripcidn de las Yrdias del Norte in
“Diseripeion de s Indias Occidentals” Mdrid, 1601

Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas, an out-
standing scholar with access to information in

the archives in Spain, published his four-
mental work documenting Spain's
explorations and settlement in the westem
hemisphere from 1492 t0 1555, in “Descripeidn
de las Indias Occidentalis.” The . Yndias del
Norte is one of 14 maps in the work. Although

the general outlin of the continent is esser
tally corect, the scarcity of information on
this and the other maps in the volumes reflects
the official Spanish policy of not disseminating
exploration information for fear that other
nations would use this information to threaten
Spanish interest

1688 (Fig. 1, p. 15) Coronell, Vincenzo
Maria. America Septentrional. Venice, 1688,
‘The Franciscan monk and royal geographer
to the Republic of Venice, Coronelli, had
access to geographical information from the
explorers in the southwestern region of North
America. His depiction of the location of the
Miss
New Spain was based on information from the

ippi River in the middle of Northern

first La Salle expedition down the Missisippi
River. Some scholars have noted tht the error
might explain the disaster of the colonization
efforts of La Salle. Despite that error and the
oronelli's

depiction of California as an skand,

A Cartographic History of Texas

1718 (Fig. 5, p. 17) Delisle, Guillaume. Carte de
I Lovisiane et ds Cosrs du Misssipi... aris, 1718,

This landmark map was produced in the
French court by Delisle, who was noted for his
scientific approach to mapping. This map
shows, for the first time, a derivation of the
name Texas when the mapmaker labeled the
“misiones de las Tejas etablie en 1716” on the
now north cen-

upper Trnity River in wha

tral Texas. In addition, the map has an accurate
portrayal of the Mississippi River, an improved
depiction of Texas rivers and the coast, and a
delineation of the land routes of the important
explorers Soto, Moscosco, La Salle, Leon, and
St. Denis. The map included Natchitoches on
the Red River, which had been established the
year before, indicating the timeliness of
Delisle’s information. For nearly 100 years, this
‘map provided the basis for many commercially
produced maps.

1728 (Fig. 2, p. 15) Barreiro, Francisco. Plano
Corographico e Hydrographico de las Provincias...de
la Nuha Espaa. (1728, manuscripe.

“The manuscript map was drawn by Francisco
Barreiro, “Chief Engineer of the Province of
Texas,” 0 accompany the inspection report of
Pedro de Rivera, 1724-1728. Bareeiro, prior o
his assignment for the Rivera expedition, had

accompanied Govemor Martin de Alarcon'’s
expedition into Texas and carried out assign-
ments to survey the provinces of Sonora,
Ostimuri, and Sinaloa, making him one of the

the region.

International competition
for Texas is revealed in
the 18th century French
maps of the continent
and the region.

His map was produced from ten surveying
trips in the three years and seven months of hs
assignment with Rivera and included written
descriptions as well as the inspection map. His
instructions included making astronomical
observations, calculating the longitude and lat-

itude for each presidio, and marking the v
lages, mining distrcts, and boundaries of the
provinces in the region. In addition, Barriero
also surveyed the coast berween the Guadalupe
and Neches rivers. He noted that Texas had
anly three settlements, Los Adaes, la Bahfa and
San Antonio de Bejar.

1768 (Fig. 8, p. 19) Alzite y Ramir
Nuevo Mapa Geogrfico de la America
Septentrional. Paris, 1765

Alzate y Ramirez, an Enlightenment scientist

José

and Mexican-born cleric, published this map of
Narth America based on his access t© official
reports and sketches of the expeditions in the
carly 18% century that could be found in
Mexico, including Barreiro’s. He is credited

I “Provincia de los Texas”

map P the continent.  most
DEscaingioN pr 1as ¥
Tpias pr Nowre
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on a published map. In the Texas region,
has noted a number of Spanish missions, includ
ing San Antonio de Bejar, Adacs, San Saba,
Ns. Sena. del Loreto, San Juan Capistrano, and
San Antonio Concepeion. The map's depiction
of the rivers is somewhat distorted, and several
are omitted or incorrectly delineared, indicating
a problem with accurate geographical informa-
tion about the northern provinces available o
the authorities

1810 (Back Cover) Humbolds, Alexander
von. A Map of New Spain from 16° 10 38
North Latiude.... London: Longman, Hurst,
Rees, Orme and Brown, 1810,

Von Humboldr, the leading scientist of his
day, produced the map as part of his detailed
Fi. 3Hareray Toxdesite,
o Vo el

Artonio de. Descripeién
Norte .. 1601



investigation of Mexico, which he published in
his Poliical Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain
(London, 1811). He had access toall the confi-
dential reports and information of the Spanish
government. However, in Palitcal Essay, he
nored that he used several U.S. sources, indi-
cating less than complete confidence in
Mexican and Spanish information. On the
map, he showed Texas as part of the
Intendencia of San Luis de Porosf, the eastern
boundary of which continued beyond the Rio
Calcasieu in Louisiana. In addition, there are a
number of misplacements and other errors that
indicate the lack of reiable information on the
northeastern frontier of New Spain. Humbolde
left a copy of his draft of the map with President
Thomas Jefferson, who he visited for three
wecks before reruming to Europe to complete
the publication.

1836 (Fig. 15, p. 30) Young, ], L. A New Map of
Texas. Philadelphia: S. A. Mitchell, 1835, 1836.

A prominent American map publisher, S. A
Mitchell, produced this pocket map on the eve

of the Texas Revolution. Such maps were popu-

A Cartographic History of Texas

lar with the public, as Texas held great interest
o the people in the Unired States at the time.
The map was aimed at those interested in
immigrating to Texas. The three comer panels

contain information on the history, the rivers,
and the land grants of Texas. The geography
was based on Austin’s map and depicted the

Fig.4 U.S, Army Garps of Encineors. Map
of Texss and Par of New Mowico, 1680

Fig. 5 Delale, Guloume. Cote d
Louisiang ot da Coursc Misssp... 718




Fig. 6 Precer,Cras W, Tl Mo of h St
grants with addicional notations on physical
features, wildife, and suitability of the soil.
Boundaries were at the Sabine River on the
east, the Red River on the norh, and the
Nueces on the southwest

1839 (Fig. 11, p. 23) Hune, James and Jesse
Randel. Map of Tesas. Austin: General Land
Office, 1839.

¢ map, “compiled from surveys in the
General Land Office,” and published by J. H.

A Cartographic History of Texas

ofTeas, 867
Colton in New York, was produced to accompa-
ny Hunt and Randel’s ‘Guide o the Republic of

Texas...” (New York: J. H. Colton, 1839)

Several contemporary official, including the
insel general of Texas,
and, of course, the commissioner of the General

secretary of sate, the c

Land Office, attesed to the map's accuracy.

The map follows Austin’s example and only
includes westen territory from about 150 miles
west of San Antonio. The authors state that
the map is based on actual surveys from the

HERITAGE * 18 * WINTER 2001

coast to the San Antonio Road, and that the
are accurate to 100 miles north of the
r0ad. The map depicts the 31 counties estab-
lshed at the time.

1841 (Fig. 17, p. 31) Arrowsmith, John. Map
of Texas. London: . Arrowsmith, 1841

The British firn of John Amowsmith was
world leader in cartographic productions at the
time this map was published in 1841. The map
was included in the famous “London Atlas”
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(London, 1842) of h :

grant guide of William Kennedy, “Texas...che
Rise, Progress, and Prospects of the Republic of
Texas” (London, 1841). The map, one of the first
0 show Texas' claim t the upper Rio Grande
area, is noted for an accurate depiction of the

ystems,
and an inset showing the relaionship of Texas ta
Mexico and the wester teritorics. This popular
map lent credibility o the Republic’ claims of

1844 (Fig. 12, pp. 26-27) Emory, William H.
Map of Texas and the Countries Adjacent
Washingron, D.C: War Depr., 1844.

This map accompanied the annexation
and Texas

treaty negotiated between the U.S
in 1844 and was part of the accompanying doc-
umentation sent to the Senate when the treaty
was considered. Emory, an Army officer, based
the map on information available from the
Corps of Topographical Engineers. He listed
the authors and their maps thus documenting
the cartographic history of Texas at the time
The map depicted the fll extent of the land
as claimed by the Republic of Texas in 1836
Emory accurately laid down the rivers and
coasline and included a number of towns in
East Texas. He also showed the routes of a num-
ber of explorers; this map i considered the best
one of the region at the time of annexarion.

1853 (Fig. 10, p. 22) Texas. New York: J. H.
Colion, 1853,

Joseph H. Colton, a major American map
publishing firm, catered to the growing castern
interest in western markers for goods and serv-
ices, and western travelers and immigrants.

Colon, like other ‘makers,uti-

Republic by Great Britai in 1840,
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lized government agencies such as the United



States General Land Office as well as informa:
tion gathered by the United States Army, the
boundaries surveys, the United States Coast
Survey, and various railroad surveys to produce
timely maps and chars.

Colton's is the first map of Texas from a

major mapmaker depicting the new—and cur-
rent—boundarics of the state established by the
Compromise of 1850. The map depicts an
extensive road system in the northeastern, east-
em, and southern portion of the state. In addi-
tion, Colton included the route used by
tain William Marcy from Fort Washita in
Indian Territory to El Paso in 1849,

1866 (Fig. 9, p. 22) Richardson's New Map of the
State of Texas Comrected for the Texas Almanac
[New York: G. W, & C. B. Colton, 1866],

Copyrighted by the Coltons in 1866, the
map was probably attached to the “Texas
Almanac” of 1867. The “Almanac” resumed
printing in 1867 after the Civil War and was
published by Richardson and Company in
Galveston, Texas.

The map shows county development from
about the 100t

western counties indicated are E Paso in Far

meridian eastward. The only

West Texas, and Presidio in the Big Bend area,

23

" Ela, an 1877 sqareigedborgue.
TEXAS SEAPORT MUSEUM
559 ASHTON VILLA
1899 WILLIAMS HOME.
PIER 21 THEATER
(GALVESTON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSELM
1838 MENARD HOME
For information, contact
Galveston Historical Foundation

502 20rh Strect
Galvestan, Texas 775502014

765.15
foundation@galvestonhistory.org
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both west of the Pecos River, as well as Bexar,
south of the Panhandle. Young Territory is des-
ignated in the Panhandle. Some limited rail-
road development is shown, mostly along the
coast. Prominent on the western edge of county
development is the line of forts with the roads
connecting them.

1867 (Fig. 6, p. 18) Pressler, Churles W. Traellrs’
Map of the State of Texas, 1867. New York
American Photo-Lithographic Company, 1868,

Born in Prussia, Pressler was a trained survey-
or who was first employed by Jacob De Cordova
and later the Texas General Land Office. As a
foreigner, he was aware of the potential maps
held for immigration. The map depicted here is
a thid edition of an outstanding large scale
map, which by this time was labeled a
“Travellers Map.”

Measuring 40 x 38 inches, the map was a
‘major improvement in def
especially the western portions. In addition, the
map accurately showed the natural features as
well as the developing transportation system of
roads and railroads. It was compiled from not
only information available in the General Land
Office, but Pressler notes that he used the maps
of the Coast Survey, the reports of the
Boundary Commission, and various other mili

ion of the stare,

fary surveys and reconnoissances.

1873 (Fig. 16, p. 30) Texas and Pacific
Railway. Map of the State of Texas showing the
Line and Lands of the Texas and Pacific Railuay
Reserved and Donated by the State of Texas. New
York: G. W. Colton & Co, 1873.

The map was part of a prospectus touting
southern trans-continental route of the Texas
and Pacific Railway across Texas. In the intro-
duction of the prospectus, the company stated
that its objective was to point out the advan-
tages of the line through northem and north-
western Texas as well as New Mexico and
southern California. The company had an
agreement with Texas, which had kept it pub-
lic lands when annexed to the Unired States,
for 20 sections of land for each mile of track laid
in the state. The prospectus and map were part
of the promotion by the company to entice
potential investors.

The map, based on a standard state map by
G.W. Colton, depicted the projected route, but
also displayed in red the region in which the
company proposed o locate the vast subsidies
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provided by Texas. The map also includes an
inset of the United States and Mexico showing
the route and connecting railroad lines across
the nation. There are panels with table of dis-
tances and population figures, as well as an
advertisement for 14,000,000 acres of land in
Texas. It i also interesting that the larger por-
tions of land in the western part of the state
offered by the company later developed into a
large oil field that today helps fund the stare’s
universiy systems.

1857, 1880 (Fig. 4, p. 17) United Stares,
Army Corps of Engincers. Map of Texas and Part
of New Mexico Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1850,

The original map was part of a report by
General Nathaniel P Banks, commander of the
Union Department of the Gulf, which was sent
to Washington in 1862. The map had been pre-
pared from various sources before the Civil War
but was clearly focused on military matters. The
p was published in the 18805 when it
became part of the “Atlas to Accompany the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies.” (Washington, D.C., 1880).

Roads are shown in great detail with notes

on resources available along the routes; the ter-
rain and topography are also decailed. There are

two insets revealing sites of Civil War engage-

ments and an extensive set of notes that
describe the major rivers and their tactical
advantages. The map portrays both the status of
the frontier in Texas before the war as well as
some of the battlefields during the Civil War.

1914 (Fig. 13, p. 28) Mesico in “Atlas of the
Mexican Conflict.” Chicagor Rand MeNally &
Company, 1914

Rand McNally, the premier map and atlas
publisher in the United States, published a
small paper atlas in which this map appeared,
documenting the tumultwous and bloody
Mexican Revolution of the carly 20M century
Public opinion in both the United States and
Europe called for the enactment of the Monroe
Doctrine to establish peace and safety in
Mexico, and the arlas was produced in response
to this unrest. The arlas included cight maps
and two full pages of text referencing the
“Mexican Situation.”

The map depicts the southern portion of the
United States and Texas in addition to Mexico.
Rand McNally used several techniques to

(T64T CONTINGED O P 29)
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION]

Marxch 2™ % Texas Independence Day

PO

Celebrate Texas urges you to oin the Celebration!
We have planned many events for your enjoyment. They wil include

# Parade up Congress Ave. to the 7 Celebrate Texas State
Capitol grounds (pusde sepsoit st 1:30.m) Championship B-B-Q Cook-Off

# State Cemetery Ceremony, s’x‘:ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ;m T Do
(930 am. E. 7th S1. @ Navasota prking avilable) )

# Capitol Celebration, Noon, # Tcxas Independence Celebration
Sooth ENtrance (lumbnscn D iekIICE Satp bt 2.
with lots 10 scc & hear. Bar-BAQ lunch available.) v :

“Fathersof Texas”)
# Capitol Fly-Over, Noon

(Scores of airplnes freom around the state will ly vp

I
Congress Ave.,weather permitting) .
‘;Smn us

Visit Vst

Want to know more? Contact us at:
Celebrate Texas
3401 South Lamar Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78704
(512) 383-0505 or (512) 462-1147 (fax)

‘www.celebratetexas.org
TEXRS

Celebrate Texas is 2 non-profit € LE Ra?'(.
chariable organization that's purpose is:

To encourage and promote the
education of the general public regarding
Texas Independence Day
and the history of Texas and its people.”

?9?4, March Q% is a day for “old"and "new” Texans to Celebrate! Afs
?/z‘% H SPONSORED BY JAY Tous 6';@5%’

ATEIAS COMPANY FOR 43 YEARS AND PROUD OF !
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Fig 10 Right Cotton 1,
Tenss, T8

Fig. 11 (Opposie Hunt,
Jomes and Jesso Randl
Map of Tovas, 1839
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LOOK WHAT’S NEW FROM

Texas’ Largest
Independent
Publisher of Texas History

BLOODY LEGACY OF PINK HIGGINS: A BATTLE FLAGS OF TEXANS IN
a tury of Violence in Texas THE CONFEDERACY
Written & Illustrated by

s Alan K. Sumrall

Pink Higgins, known
Juctant gunfight
e paricipated n as many
unfehts and killed s “Fascinating collection of battle flags...detailed
ey o o, s historical and. reference information.most
yatt  Earp, comprehensive reference work to date on the
Bolfy e hries subject...beautifully bound book.”
ISBN 1-57168-304-6 DVOCATE,
$18.95 Lois Scott
Paperback, 6 by 9, 168 pages, photos, ISBN 0-89015-1.......
bibliography, endnotes, index 176 pages, 8 1/2 by 11, 80 rllll!r plates, period g g<
halftones. Hardback I S
K

INDIANOLA AND
MATAGORDA
SEAN LONE STAR GENERALS IN GRAY
183770 1887 By Ralph Wooster
By Linda Wolff ] More than 70,000 Texans served in the military during the Civil War, the
‘majority in the Confederate army, and others i stat forces protecting the
- frontir. OF the total, thirty-seven Texans reached the rank of general. Dr.
$15.95 Wooster, noted Civil War historian, researched deeply in Confederate
Trade paperback, 3 29| records, wrote detailed profiles of each general, and collected photos of
S5%by8% 176 pages B | <y onc He is also author of TEXAS AND TEXANS IN THE CIVIL

ISBN 1-57168-340-2

|ss~ 1-57168-325.9......

524
R M;‘: RD. A, 6 by 9, 322 pages. photos of all 37 generals, endnotes, index
Liberal Politics THE RAW FRONTIER, Vol. 2

By Ann Fears Crawford Armed Conflict Along The Texas Coastal Bend
With a foreword by By Keith Guthrie
"Sisfy" Parsuthold As the defeated Mexican armies retreated to Mexico, hundreds of soldiers
683518 deserted rather than go home. They became rustlers and gathered the wild
cattle roaming the countryside. They competed with disgruntled Texans
who organized gangs o steal cattle and tertorze settlers. As soldiers who.
vetured home from the Texas army found their possessions either solen
or destroyed and tried to rebuild, they found that they had to keep their
TEXAS | £ by to fond off Ian raids, o atacks by Mevican rsiors and
(AL AR | ringo cuthroas. Butthe setlers persevered and buil new lives. The sto-
VETERANS | ries passed down and collected by the author are at the least unique. The author, a former news-
F CZECH | paper publisher, makes his home in Taft with Iri, his wife and part-time editor
ANCESTRY| [SBN 157168-339-¢

Hardback, 6 by 9.
184 pages, photos,
endnotes, index

TEXAS MILITARY

To order cail:
Hardback, 85y 11, [Inmcmsmuti 1-800-880-8642
290 pages, photograph i P.0. Box 90159 * Austin, TX 78709-0159
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The Texas Map S

ety is an orga-
nization devoted to supporting and encour-
aging the appreciation, analysis, collect.
ing, preservation, and use of maps and rc-
lated marerials and the study of related

subjects, including the history of cart

raphy. Itis the only association of its kind

in Texas, and one of the few map societies

in the United States.

The first meeting of the Texas Map
Society was held in November 1996t The
University of Texas at Arlington, and the

board of directors has organized two meet-

ings cach year since that time. Those gath-

erings are held on the first Saurdays of
Apeil and October ar UTA and at alter-

nate locations around the state. At each

meeting, a prograim of up to Six presen
tions and/or workshops i offered along
with lively social interaction with fellow
devotees of mapsold and new. Topics that
were discussed at this year's gatherings were

broad and divers

. ranging from the art of

maps on wine labels to map trade in the
late 17th century and bringing historical
maps online.

Upcoming TMS meetings for this
yearare scheduled for April | at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock and October 6 in

Adlington. In 2002, the Map Society will

gather on April 6 in East Texas (sie to be

decided) and October 5 in Arlington.

The organization also publishes
Neatline, a newsletter devoted to the en-
lightenment and enjoyment of Texas maps.

Those who love maps andjor who
want to learn more about them should
check out the Texas Map Society website
at hup:/Jib
The site includes a membership applica-

ries.

a.edufexmapsociety].

tion form, so joining the group is fast and

casy. Interested readers can also get more
information from Katherine (Kit) R.
Goodwin, Special Collections Division,
The University of Texas at Arlington Li-
braries, Box 19497, Arlington, TX 76019-
0497, (817) 27
goodwin@library.uta.cdu

329 or by email at

‘ Levack Sculpture
and Constructions
« Large-scale outdoor
sculpture

Copper Bison, 6596
« Custom fountains
« Arbors and trellises
act Chris Levack
512) 454-8978

Con

inquirics are welcomed!

WWW

ssculpture.com

Box 100121

“Mexico, California and Tsas” Jobn Tallis, London, ¢.1850

Maps of Texas and the Southwest
For 25 years we have specialized in original antique maps of America, focusing
on Texas, the Southwest and Wiest, 16th-19th centuries. Visit our website -

wwwamericamaps.com  maps@americamaps.com 817-923-4535
Fort Worth, TX 76185
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TEXAS
AND THE COUNTRIES ADJACENT.

CONPIARD X TR BUREA OF THE CORPS 0 ToruGmArCAL kNSRS,

FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT

Fig 12 Emcry Wiliam H. Map of Texas and the Countres Acacent, 1844,
ig. 12Emory,
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MEXICO

Highway Map and Guide of TEXAS

Texas ! el ot Lo
PAINTERS, SCULPTORS Ty 1.

& GRAPHIC ARTISTS Fig. 14 Lef) Highway Map
e Gui o Toxas. 1730

Deborah Powers is the most exien-
sive and comprehensive reference
book on artists who worked in Texas
before the modern era that began
with World War 11.

From a multitude of sources, the
authors have identified some 3,800
artists and constructed biographical
sketches, exhibition records, lists of
public collections. and bibliographi-
cal references. In two appendices.
the authors describe the mor
important public and private art
schools, museums, associations, and
exhibitions of the period. illuminat-
ing cularly  the  regionalist
movement of the 19208 and 193s.
Art and history bufs alike will find
he book useful.

Now available, this reference book
comprises approximately 600 pages
and retails for $125,00 plus shipping
and handling.

Order from Woodmont Books
PO. Box 50103, Austin, TX 78763-0103

Or visit us ot www.woodmontbooks.com
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CONTINUED i
available mat

PAGE 20) quickly adapt. then.

als to a timely situation. One of
thase straregics was culling appropriate maps
The

map

from their inventory to create the

sccond was the method of overprins
in red text to highlight current events in the

region. For example, the region where major

pporters of the various political factions

noted with the name of the leader,
Zapata,”

shown are the

Sonstitutionalists,”
and “Pascual.” Also
ions of both Mexican and U.S. naval divi

sions “under preparatory orders av

* In Texas, the U

le in

. forts located

i border are noted, including the U. S.

Army Headquarters. In the Gulf of Mexico, the

mapmaker has added an additional legend with
s for U.S. and Mexican warships,

and principal garrisons, all indica
tors of the volarile narure of the conflict in

Mexico. The specialty production of maps and

a :s will be repeated numerous times in the
20th century to keep the populace abreast of

rapidly changing events in the world

A Cartographic History of Texas

<1930 (Fig. 14, p. 28) Highuay Ma
Texas. Aur

and Guideof

Mid-west map Comp

wond

Similar to oil company promotional maps, the

ighuary M

nd Gide of Texas promoted an affl

fation of service stations in Texas and adjoining

states. A notation on the map states that the serv-

ice was established for the purpose of supplying the
motor traveler and tourist with a chain of stations
throughout the nation, free and dependable road
maps, and reliable sources of information.

The map predtes the interstate highways of
today and features

U. S, highways and state hig

ways. The map explanation includ

roac, second cls roadk, connect

ate and adjoining

there are no county boundaries. However, the map.

includes extensive designations of 420 different

service stations across the sate. The back of the map.

liss ach station with its numerical desgnation,
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in the framing
of antique maps.

We are recognized
as Austin’s premier
picture framer.

Vored Austin's Best Gallery

1501 West 5th St.
(between MoPac & Lamar) 852k
Mon.-sat. 10-5
Plenty of free parking
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Fig. 15 (Above) Yourg, J L A New
Mo of Texes, 183

Fig. 16 Flgh) Toxss and Pacic
Railay. Map o the Stae of Texas
1nd anc of e

dand

chowing 0
Toxosand Fac
Donsted by

s

Fig. 17 ©pposte) Arowsih, John
Map of Toxas, 1841
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LIVING HISTORY

THF Chairman of the Board Lewis Jones
interviewed Jenkins Garrett of Fort
Worth, who along with his wife, Virginia,
is considered one of the preeminent col-
lectors in the state

For us, the map adventure began
with a 1960s purchase of a map by Virginia
in a small “left bank” bookshop on the
River Seine in Paris, France. The map in
that tiny shop revealed the concept of a
17th century cartographer of tha part of
the Gulf of Mexico bordering lands that
became Texas and northern Mexico.

Virginia showed the map to me in
the bookshap. Up untilthat time, my col-
lection, which I had been working on since

taking  course concerning the great plains

of Texas taughe by the distin-
guished historian Walter
Prescott Webb, had been con-
fined to books and manuscripts.
I had avoided the field of maps,
When we retumed to the hotel,
I noticed that Virginia had pur-
chased the map. She explained
tha this map helped her visual-

ize the time and place that the
map represented. For the first
time, both of us recognized that
the cartographer and the author

truly needed each other's prod-

uet. The narrator furnis
verbal description, and the car-
tographer ereated a portrait of it
The maps acquired by Vir-
ginia through the years, for the
most part, show the Gulf of Mesxico, butall
included Texas and the Southwest. Each of
heracquisitions was seleeted in order to sup-
port and supplement my collection relat
ing to Texas and the Mexican War of 1846.
As of 1997, when she donated her collec:
tion to the University of Texas at Arling-
ton, Virginia had amassed 900 flat maps dat-
ing from 1540 and 450 atlases and globes.

In regard to why the collections were

placed at UTA, I recall that Virginia and |
spoke of the desire to physically place the
documents in the Fort Worth area, which
we felt lacked library and research facili-
ties in the arcas of our collection. It was
pointed out to us that there were approxi-
mately 150,000 students beyond the high
school level within the radius of 50 miles
of UTA. The offer of support and coop-
eration by the Board of Regents of the
University of Texas System and the admin-
istration of UTA to provide space and at-
tractive reading rooms was most gratifying.
However, the most important factor was
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the pledged common goal to work together
in the building of a comprehensive special
collection to scrve students and individu-
als i the feldsof the collections. And thi
common goal is obvious by the fact that
the cartographic collection now holds some
5,000 flat maps, 2,300 atlases and globes,
and 3,500 books and periodicals.

Tam grateful to Virginia for leading
the way in this great map collecting ad-
The

venture. Maps help us “see” placy
landmark map of La Louisiane drawn by
the cartographer DeLisle (page 17, figure
5), dated 1718, reveals to the world for the
first time an approimate accurate location
of the Mississippi River, the rivers and the
settlements of Mexican Texas, and the
range of Indian tribes. Stephen E. Austin’s
maps of the 18305 spur our imagination as
o the serrlement and environment of carly
Texas. In my opinion, the work of these
cartographers is akin to the astronauts and
the expanders of the Internet during the

20th century



n 1995 Richard

Francaviglia proclaimed that
“Tex-map mania” was sweep-
ingacross the Lone Star state
and beyond. He argued that
the shape of Texas was being
used more and more to pro-
mote products, services, and
businesses. In his ground-
breaking baok, “The Shape
of Texas” (Texas A&M Uni
versity Press,
1995)
Francaviglia

ooked at the

popular sym

bol—an icon—of Texas identity and one

that is immediately recognizable to people
around the world. His book raised and tried
toanswer the intriguing question as to why
the Texas shape is so familiar

Parc of the answer has to be maps!
As this issue of HERITAGE shows, Texas
has been mapped for centuries, long before
the current boundaries as we know them
had been settled. Indeed, the shape of

Texas today is of relatively recent deriva-

tion—a product of a complex series of L
islation called the Compromise of 1850
agreed on in the U.S. Congress. The com-
promise was intended to deal with a num.
ber of outstanding issues creating sectional
and regional tensions in the American
nation at the time. One of these was the
disputed western boundary of Texas
Since the end of the Texas Revolu-
tion in 1836, Texas had climed the Rio

Grande from its mouth, north to its soure

and north again to the 42nd parallel as its
western boundary. An impoverished Texas
Republic looked west to New Mexico in
hopes of reaping some of the commercial
benefits of the then-active trade between
Santa Fe and St. Louis. Such a boundary,

however, totally ignored the history of the

GFOCUS on Texas Maps

region and lumped Santa Fe, Albugquer

nd other New Mexican towns and

qu
settlements with Texas. When the U.S
annexed Texas in the mid-1840s, the an.
nexation resolution gave lip service to the
After New

Mexico entered the union at the close of

Texas boundary claims

the Mexican War in 1848, tensions be-
tween Texas and New Mexico, thena ter
ritory, increased and armed hostilities
scemed a real possibility
Hoping to derail any fighting be

tween Texans and New Mexicans, Con-
gress agreed to assume the Texas debt of
$10 million (an amount that Texas was
unable to pay off) in return for the claim
o castern New Mexico being dropped by
Texas. Asaresult of the compromise, the
current shape of Texas was set - with its
western boundary running from the
mouth of the Rio Grande at the Gulf of
Mexico to EI Paso

along the 32nd parallel to the 103rd me-

ind then due east

sidian, and then north to the line at 36
degrees 30 minutes norch. This line, es-
tablished by the Missouri Compromise
in 1819, created the distincive pan
handle of the state. It is this shape that

Francaviglia finds recognizable by
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people across the globe.
Francaviglia did most of the
research for his book in the Vir.
ginia Garrett Cartographic His-
tory Library (VGCHL) at The
University of Texas at Arlington
(UTA). The VGCHL isa part of
the UTA Libraries’ Special Col-

lections Division and is located

on the sixth floor of the Central
Library. The cartographic history
library is open Mondays from 9:00
a.m.-7:00 pm
and  Tuesdays
through Saturdays
from 9:00 a.m

5:00 p.m. The
hours change slightly when the university
s not in session, so researchers are encour-
aged to call prior to planning a trip. Con
tact the library at (817) 272-3393 or at
heepsfflibraries.uta.edu/SpecColl.

The VGCHL is dedicated to amass
ing a cartographic collection focusing on
Texas and the Gulf of Mexico. The coll
tion has been built largely through dona-

tions and gifs from people like Jenkins and
Virginia Garrett, Lewis and Virginia But-
tery, Bob Isham, Marvin and Shirley
Applewhite, and Ted and Helen Mayborn,
as well as significant grants from the Sid
Richardson Foundation of Fort Worth and
the Summerlee Foundation of Dallas. The
UT System and UTA have also provided
resources for the colleetion. The collection
now numbers more than 5,000 maps dating
from 1493 1o the present and more than
2,000 arlases and geographies. In addition,
the library acquires books about explora-
tion, maps, and other cartographic topics
and subscribes to related journals.

So for those studying the shape of
Texas, like Francaviglia did, delving into the
history of the state’s western boundary, or
tracing the history of Texas cartography, UT

Adlington is a good place to start



“People living in other states can form no conception of the

vastness and importance of the work performed and the

significance of the millions of records and papers composing the

aﬂhiy{s of this office. The title deeds, patents, transfers, and

leg " documients connected with every foot of land owned in the

 THE PUBLIC MAPS
”Tm By Da| DewHurst

When 24year-old " surveyor John
Pertit/Borden was. named land
commissioner of the new Republic of
Texas, he must have wanted to ask
President Sam Houston, “Why me?” &
Houston and the Texas Congress believed
management of Texas’ vast public lands so
central to the success of the new Republic
that the 1836 Constitution specified that
the land was available to citizens, immi-
grants, and veterans, and honored past
land grants made by Spain and Mexico.
The Land Office was established in the
first Congress, and Borden opened the
office on October 1, 1837. The Texas
General Land Office was and is today one
of the most important state agencies. &
Borden came to Texas from New York in
1829 with his family as a member of
Stephen E Austin’s second colony in what
became Wharton County. He joined the
Texas revolutionary army in October 1835
and was a first lieutenant at the batele of
San Jacinto. Borden and his brother, Gail,
surveyed and laid out the city of Houston
in late 1836. & Borden’ tasks as the first
land commissioner were mammoth. So
was the land mass involved — more than
251 million acres stretching from the Gulf
of Mexico to Wyoming. Gathering docu-
ments that originated in three different
entities — Spain, Mexico, and the new
Republic — within a frontier atmosphere
‘must have been a difficult rask. With no
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state of Texas are filed here.”

O. Henry

— “Bexar Scrip No. 26¢




budget, staff, supplies, and repository,
Borden set about gathering records, trying
to protect land titles that already existed,
and dealing with new land transactions
that were occurring fast and furiously:

Even today, most of the archival records
that Borden collected are valid public doc-
uments. They trace the history of land
ownership in Texas and are stil used by
surveyors, title companies, attorneys,
landowners, and genealogy rescarchers.

Borden faced the challenges of his job
head-on. He bluntly reported to the
Republic leadership his lack of resources,
problems of relying on district and county
surveyors working in the wilderness,

boundary conflicts, erroncous information,
outright fraud by some land speculators
and officials — and a shortage of reliable
maps. In April 1838, he cnumerated some
of his difficulties: “The Surveyors have not
been able to discharge their duties for want
of proper reference maps....Claims are pre-
sented in so many different ways and so
very complex in their nature, that no two
ordinary men are capable of deciding justly
upon them...Sections of the land law
being vague and difficult to be undersood
has already occasioned irregularities in the
operations of different surveyors...”

Yet Borden was given no budget to hire
draftsmen. He reported in 1840: “I would
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still insist upon the necessity of allowing a
draftsman for this office, who would afford
grea facility in the construction of county
maps...” According to records, Borden did
hire William Sandusky and H.L. Upshur,
who were classified as clerks but func-
tioned as draftsmen without the titles or
higher salaries. Some of their earliest work
sill exises.

In 1839, the year Austin was founded,
Sandusky drew what is probably the first
map of the City of Austin and Vicinity, a
beautifully water-colored preliminary con-
cept of Austin. In 1840, he drew a revised
map of the city.

Upshur drew a large 1839 map of the
Bexar District that includes San Antonio,
the planned community of Avoca (near
present-day Alamo Heights), and a color-
ful Texas flag in the heading. Three years
later, Upshur drew a marvelous map of
Fannin County showing sertlements along
the waterways.

As was the case with Borden, Sandusky
and Upshur were both surveyors; after
their Land Office years, they went on to
work in drafting and surveying — Sandusky
in Galveston and Upshur in Bexar County.

“THE RECORD BOOKS, SPREAD UPON LONO
‘TABLES IN THE BIG ROOM UPSTAIRS, ARE OPENTO
‘THE EXAMINATION OF ALL. OPEN THEN, AND YOU
WILLFIND THE DARK AND GREASY FINOERPRINTS
OF HALF A CENTURY'S HANDLINC. THE QUICK.
HAND OF THE LAND CRABBER HAS FLUTTERED
THE LEAVES A MILLION TIMES; THE DANP CLUTCH.
OF THEPERTURBED TILLER OF THE SOILEAS LEFT
‘TRACES OF HIS CALLING ONTHE RAGOED LEAVES ™

—“BEXAR SCRIP N0.2692" 0. HENRY

hese very early maps and thousands

more still reside in the Land Office.
There are multiple maps-of all 254 coun-
ties, redrawn when county boundarics
changed, corrections were needed, or older
maps began to wear out. There are old
maps of the large districts that preceded
the state’s present counties. Most are man-
useript maps ~ original hand-drawn art-
work — and many have never been pub-
lished. However, to say the never-pub-
ot oo Coy 157 mnspt sty
At using pocel s e trs oo

Lt KentCouny 669 manuscr map by W
e e o s oy . Hore.



MAPPING DE CORDOVA'S DIASPORA

By Juliet George Wells

he peripatet

tic genius Jacob De Cordova began his life of
journeys in Jamaica as the son of Sephardic Jews in exile
from Iberia. He lived in Kingston, Philadelphia, and New
Orleans; traveled at least once to England; and migrated to
life in Galveston, Houston, Austin, and

Texas. Here, he sample
Seguin bef

e coming to 2 stop in Bosque County. Jacob De
Cordova sought and found a lfe in Kimball Bend, a town he
helped establish a short distance from a river the Spanish explor-
The Arms of God.

Considering his life of joumey, it is not

ers had named Los Brazos de Dids

surprising that De Cordovals most enduring
legacy would be — what else? —a map.
De Cordova obtained backing from
two New Yorkers and two Houston busi
nessmen to open a land agency in 1845
and began traveling through Texas as a
He  applied

received, two Republic of Texas land cer-

land locator. for, and
tificates to 640 acres, qualifying as an
early settler of the upstart nation. Should
Texas join the United States, he anticipat-
ed that many more immigrants would
come looking for land. Jubilant at the

eventual

nexation news, he took part in

the carving-up, colonization,

gover-

nance, and promotion of s new state. st

T
Writing and printing, traditional De
Cordova family occupations, had sustained him in Jamaica and
in Philadelphia; land location and speculation drove him in the
late 1840s. By the 18505 he had merged the two callings. While
Jacob De Cordova traversed unclaimed Texas fields and
researched the status of old Spanish land grants, an Austin
newspaper he founded with his half-brother Phineas ensured

publicity for the enterprise. Handbills, also originating from their

press, reportedly circulated to most crossroads trading cer

in the Midwest. Where he could not travel, De Cordova sent the
monthly “De Cordova's Herald and Immigrant’s Guide” and sev-
eral self-published pamphlets to represent him.

With surveyors and assistants, the agent prepared a map of
Texas that drew praise and endorsement from Sam Houston and
other Texas dignitari

De Cordova’s Map of Texas charted for
Eastemers and Europeans, as well as for Texans, the vastness
and detal of the state. Other mapmakers used it as a basis for
their own work. Lippincott, the Philadelphia publisher, picked up
De Cordova’s 1858 book, “Texas: Her Resources and Her Public
Men" after ts initial printing and reissued it as an almanac, ency-
clopedia, and immigrant-recruiting tool. The bo

was sold as a

Jacoh De Cordovs

companion to De Cordova’s map, which as a lure for settlers,
proved effective.

He knew that images helped would-be immigrants visualize
their destinations. According to one account of the rise and fall
of the City of Kent (an ill

ted utopian venture in Bosque
County), De Cordova toured England in 1850, taking with him an
exhibition of George Catlin's romantic North American paintings
to show as he lectured on Texas' attractions

What remains of De Cordova’s legacy?

gineers changed the

course of the Brazos and other rivers that

he knew. Urban and suburban sprawl, new
infrastructures, erosion, and deforestation
render territories familiar to De Cordova
strange lands. His map documents an ear-
lier Texas. Among De Cordova's other con-
tributions, too numerous to detal, are fra-
ternal lodges in Texas; the city of Waco,
which he helped found; and what Texas
author John Graves lyrically called “stone
ghost buildings” — the limestone ruins of
Bosque County’s Kimball Bend.

More elusive is the full story of the man's
life and faith

Jacob De Cordova strayed from stereo-

In true maverick fashion,

type as a Jewish immigrant, though out-
oo s siders sometimes called attention to his
Jewish identity with subtle and not-so-sub-
tle prejudice. He married outside his religion in Philadelphia and
migrated far from Jewish communities, while retaining links with
observant Jews. His children and grandchildren, raised as
Christians, dispersed into a gentile world knowing litle or noth
ing of Sephardic orthodoxy. When De Cordova's body was
exhumed and reburied in the Texas State Cemetery during
Centennial preparations in the 1930s, those in charge denied his
Judaism 2s they commissioned a prominent memorial marker
with a bas-relief cross.

Fugitive strains of Judaism seem to have followed De Cordova
to the limestone and scrub brush of Bosque County, where he
died in 1868. Just as one of De Cordova’s early biographers, the
Texas rabbi Henry Cohen, could detect Iberian folk melodies in
the intonations of a Sephardic cantor in Jamaica, those attuned
to Jewish culture and tradition may yet find what De Cordova
himself and nearly two centuries have obscured. They chase a
lion through  mesquite thicket.

Juliet Geonge Wells holds a bachelor’s degree from The University of

exas at Austin and a master's degree in history from Texas Christian

University; she teaches in Fort Worth
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lished maps have not been used would be
untrue. They have been used and used and
used. They really are the public maps of
Texas, and as the aforementioned quore,
from an O. Henry short story rlates, pub-
lic use of the maps has been going on since
they were drawn.

Land Commissioner Borden resigned his
position in 1840, frustrated that his pleas
for more resources were not met and both-
ered by the fact that he could not speed up
the land patent process without those

resources.

Henry Walton Raglin was named to
replace Borden and served until 1841,
when Thomas William “Peg Leg" Ward
was appointed and served for seven years.

An Irishman, Ward came to Texas in
1835 and fought at the December 1835
sicge of Bexar, where he lost a leg. He
moved to Austin in 1839 as chief clerk of
the Congress and became mayor of Austin
in 1840, coordinating the sale of town lots
in the new city. By the time Ward was
appointed land commissioner, Sandusky
had lefe the Land Office to become
Mirabeau B. Lamar’s secretary, but Upshur
remained.

Ward lost another limb, his right arm,
when a cannon misfired during the San
Jacinto Day celebration of 1841, but he per-
severed — pethaps facing even more prob-
lemsin his work than from his wounds. His
reports to the Texas Congress conveyed the
same kind of frustration that Borden previ-
ously expressed. His 1841
Congress stares: “From the services of the
draughtsmen of this office, the Country has
derived much benefit, and would be much
more benefited if we had two.”

In 1841, Ward wrote county surveyors
reminding them that they were required by
law to make a connected map of all the sur-

report to

Veys in their county, with regular updates,
and to send a copy to the Land Office. He
offered this advice to the Nacogdoches
County surveyor about the copy for the
Land Office, saying that if the surveyor had
complied with drawing the original map,
“your work will be light — as a copy taken
from your map on tracing paper will be all
sufficient ~and can be more easily forward-
ed than though it should be made on heavy
drawing paper as also that the cost of mak-
inga fine map would be avoided”

Then came the grear Archive War of
1842, when “Peg Leg” was lucky not to lose
another limb. That spring, a division of the
Mexican Army took the town of San
Antonio. Houston called an emergency ses-
sion of Congress to convene in Houston
and ordered that all archives be moved
from Austin to Houston. A group of Austin
citizens believed Houston's real intent was
not protecting the archives from the
Mexican Army but to move the Capital
back to Houston. They formed a vigil
group to keep the archives in Austin
Austin innkeeper Angelina Eberly fired a

lante

cannon at the men moving the archives,
Ward among them, and then the vigilantes
overtook the wagons carrying the docu-
ments and moved them back to Austin.
‘With such a tumultuous beginning, it is
a wonder that any of those carly land
records survived, but somehow they did.

Tiwo copies of this giant tinted lithograph

exist at the Land Office today, as well as

the many unique county maps they drew:

“The von Rosenbergs also drew many coun
ty maps in the latter half of the 19 century,
and their maps remain pertinent today.

In 1861, the Land Office temporarily
explored the use of photography to copy
county maps, with architect and draftsman
Conrad Stremme as chief of the photo-
graphic department. He also drew wonder-
ful maps, such as an 1868 map of Houston
County with a fanciful
holding a jug of wine. Stremme is probably
best remembered as architect of the old
General Land Office building, just south-
cast of the Capitol, begun in 1856. Now
housing the Capitol Visitors Center, the
restored castle-like structure is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

like character

“IF YU
LAND OFFICE, STEP INTO THE DRAUOHTSKEN'S
'ROOM AND ASK T0 BE SHOWN THE AP OF SALADO
COUNTY. A LEISURELY GERMAN...WILL BRING IT
T0 YOU.IT WILL BE FOUR FEET SQUARE, 0N HEAVY
'DRAWING-CLOTH. THE LETTERING AND THE 10
URES WILL BE BEAUTIFULLY CLEAR AND DIS-
‘TINCT.THE TITLES WILL BE IN SPLENDID, UNDECI
PHERABLE OERMAX TEXT, ORNAMENTED WITH
CLASSIC TEUTONIC DESIONS - VERY LIKELY
CERES OR POMONA LEANING ACAINST THE INITIAL
LETTERS WITH CORNUCOPIAS VENTING ORAPES
ANDWEINERS —"0EOROIA'S RULING" 0. HENRY

In the mid-1800s, the Land Office was an
indiect beneficiary of political unrest in
Germany. Many German professionals
including architects, engineers, surveyors,
and draftsmen — left their native land for
the frontiers of North America. These pro-
fessionals found a home at the Land Office.
Among them were Charles W. Pressler; his
son, Herman; William von Rosenberg; his
son, Emst; Conrad Stremme; and Herman
Lungkwiz.

The two Presslers drew many county
maps at the Land Office, as county bound-
aries changed and new counties evolved.
Their county maps are considered among
the best, both in accuracy and artisanship.
In 1879, Charles W. Pressler and A.B.
Langermann compiled a map of the state
that was printed in three sizes — the largest
of which was more than cight by eight feet.
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Goleston sland, 1837 manuscript map by

;




Photographer and artist Herman
Lungkwit: took over the photo depart.

ment, and a number of his photos of coun-
ty maps survive today.

There

¢ too many historically impor-
tant one-of-a-kind

uscript maps at the
Land Office to list, but some jewels of the

collection include:

* An 1837 map (see below) was drawn
showing the city blocks and plans for
Galveston. With brilliant red watercol
ors, and adorned with omate cornu-

was based on surveys by
R.C. Trimble and William Lindsey

© A large 1839 map of portions of the

copias, the &

Bexar District was drawn by Upshur,
based on surveys by William Lindsey,
Bexar district surveyor. Showing pres-

ent-day Bexar and parcs of 11 nearby

LVESTON ISLAND &
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countics, the map documents early

tlements along the rivers, as well as San
Antonio and Avoca, a planned town
that never got off the ground. The map
has a watercolor rendition of the Texas
flag in its heading

* An 1839 map was drawn of the City of
Calhoun, a seaport planned by the
Congress on 640 acres on the north end
of Matagorda Island. The beautifully
water-colored map, showing coastal
scenes, was drawn by surveyor Edward
Linn, a member of the family that
helped settle Victoria.

* A map of Vicroria County was made
prior to November 1838 after Linn sur-
veyed the county. It has an incredible
title, decorated with drapery hanging
from a tree, and shows the county when
it also included portions of Calhoun,
DeWitt, Jackson, and Lavaca counties

* Two very large maps of the Nacogdoches

District - which took in most of East Texas

— were drawn between about 1839 and

1841. One map was probably drawn by the

district surveyor and the other by Land

Office staff based on the surveyor's map.

PUB & RESTARAUNT
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FUll bar stocked with Fine Liquors
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« Englishman Henry O. Hedgcoxe drew
lithograph maps of the Peters Colony of
North Texas, including one in 1852
Hedgeoxe was an agent for the Peters
Colony whose land dealings and stuffy
mannerisms caused the Hedgeoxe War
of 1852, when angry armed colonists
stormed his office and drove him from
Dallas County

« Truly one of the most whimsical maps is
an 1859 map of Mason County (see p.
34) by draftsman EH. Atlitt, another
German immigrant. The letters spelling
out “Mason” are drawings of people at
play and at work

« An 1889 map of Kent County (sce p. 35)
was drawn by William Sydney Porter,
best known as the great American short

Porter, who

for about five

story writer O. Henry.
worked at the Land Offi
years, drew a tiny detailed agricultural
scene in the Kent County heading

 An 1888 map of Greer County by drafts-
man Charles Scrivener is very signifi-
cant for one reason ~ Greer County no
longer exists in Texas, and the land
within its former boundaries is now in
Oklahoma. There was a dispute between

Texas and the United States about own-
ership of the area, originating from an
1819 treaty that designated the bound-
ary between Spanish territory and the
U.S. Texas eventually lost the land in an
1896 U.S. Supreme Court ruling.

Thanks to the many expert surveyors,
drafters, and cartographers who worked at
the Land Office in the 19th century, copies
of important lithograph maps of Texas
made their way into the agency’s collec-
tion. Texas owes gratitude to these forward
thinkers, including Charles W. Pressler,
AB. Langermann, and Robert Creuzbaur,
the principal draftsman at the Land Office
in the late 1840s. Creushaur compiled
Jacob De Cordova’s famous 1849 map of
Texas, with an inset showing Texas when it
reached into Wyoming, and later editions
of the De Cordova map.

In the 1870s and 1880s, the Land Office
made a series of lthographs of county maps,
all certified as official by the commissioners
of the time. These maps were sold to the
public for 50 cents cach; a number of these
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maps survive, and some have sold at auc-

tion for several hundred dollars

These very early maps and
thousands more still reside in
the Land Office. There are mul-
tiple maps of all 254 counties,
redrawn when county bound-
aries changed, corrections were
needed, or older maps began
to wear out.

No doubt, the crown jewel of the Land
Office map collection is the first map con-
necting surveys in Stephen F. Austin's first
colony, taking more than four years to drav.
The map measures six feet wide by seven
feet tall and contains breath-taking colors
of ted, yellow, blue, and green in its heading
and north arrow. Austin, his brother-in-law

JE Perry, John Borden, and Borden’s two
brothers began the map in 1833, but Austin
died before its 1837 completion.

A hand-drawn certified copy of the map
was made in 1892 by Land Office draftsman
EG. Blau. Blau, a meticulous drafisman,
carefully filled in the brilliant colors of the
heading and north arrow, along with all the
surveys. As reported by then Commissioner
WL. McGaughey, “...the old map of
Austin’s Colony...which is in dilapidated
condition, has been renewed on good,
heavy, mounted paper, which will preserve
that important map for many years.”

David Dewharst s the land commissioner of Texas
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7 Adopt A Map and Preserve

In the 18905, then Land Commis-
“oner WL McGaughey wrote,
ot the old district mapsare badly worn and
surveys fast disappearing from the same
handling... The
recompilation of many old maps isa work
4 50 much importance that it should be
keptup and carried on as fast as possible.”

McGaughey wrote these words
more than a century ago, but they hold
tue today. Thanks o preservation knowl-
e and modern technology, these maps

J

-many

through constant

take at least one year. While this is an ex-
cellent start, estimates to conserve all the
maps reach $500,000.

Across Texas, there has been an over-
whelming response to the Adopt-A-Map
program, beginning with the Texas Soci-
ety of Professional Surveyors (TSPS);
GARDERE WYNNE SEWELL LLP, a
Texas law firm; Mr. and Mrs. Howard Barr
of Austing and Commissioner Dewhurst.

TSPS stepped up with $15,000 in
start-up funds that were used for prelimi-

Current Texas Land C

nary estimates and promo-

tional mail. program. Since
h

Dayid D major pul
private partnership called Adopt-A-Map,
wing donations to pay for the painstak-
ing work of conserving approximately 500
of the old maps. More than $105,000 has
Ieen donated from around the'state, and
the first 75 maps are in various stages of
the conservation process, which could

dividual

xas History =
son for their early donation. Mrs. Barr 1~
the granddaughter of Charles W Pressler
and the daughter of Herman Presslcr.
Their donation is being used to conserve
maps drawn by Mrs. Barr’s ancestors.

‘Commissioner Dewhurst donated the
funds to have the map collection appraise.|

Since then, many others have
joined as sponsors. Most recently, Frost
National Bank adopted 14 maps and has
begun promoting Adopt-A-Map in special
advertising campaigns.

Donations to Adopt-A-Map are tax
deducrible under IRS guidelines. Detail-
of the program may be found at

conservation of specific maps.
GARDERE adopred the first maps,
including the original map of Austin’s
colony and another of the Fannin district
in North Texas.
Mr. and Mrs. Barr have a special rea-

www.glo.state.tx.us under Archives
& Records or by calling Elna Christopher
at (512) 463-5169.

Once the maps are professionally
conserved, Dewhurst plans to digitally
scan the documents and make them aval-
able on the Internet to all citizens.

INDUSTRIES

A Texas company that proudly
supports historical preservation

Thermoelectric Innovation Through Research

10451 Vista Park Road « Dallas
Telephone: 214/340-4900 « Fax 214/34
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OF TEXAS (TTTES

often been characterized as a period of Re-

The View From e ot T

tro One of the things that we rarely

hear about is the aid the Republican gov
ernment provided to railroads that resulte
ificant increases in track mile

years, and railroads made possible the in.

2 cas into the national
market and began the rush toward urban-
ization. Both the processes of urbanization

BY RON TYLER a

 railroad construction are documented

HERITA(




in the large, handsome,

rare, and little-known

birds-eye views of Texas
cities that appeared be-
tween 1871 and 1914,
Encouraged by
prospects of government
subsidies and, later, land
grants, railroad compa-
nies rapidly began to re-
build their facilities fol-
lowing the Civil War
They had laid approxi-
mately 800 miles of track
in the state by 1870, bu
the greatest decade of
track building was the
18805, when more than
6,000 miles of track we
laid. By 1900 the state
boasted more than 9,800
miles of track. The rail-

road network was essen-
tially completed in 1910,
with 13,819 miles of track
in operation, but expan-
sion continued until it
reached a peak of 17,078
miles of track in 1932
The population
showed a similar increase.
The 1860 census counted
604,215 persons in Texas.

That had increased to
818,579 by 1870; 1,591,749 by 1850; and
2,235,527 by 1890. Only two cities had
more than 10,000 persons by 1870:
Galveston, the principal city in the state,
with 13,818, and San Antonio with
12,256. By 1890 the population of
Galveston had grown to 29,084, but it was
nolonger the largest city in the state. Dal-
as reported 38,067 citizens, while San An-
tonio had 37,673; Houston, 27,557; and
Fort Worth, 23,076. Thirty-six cities, all
with rail service, had a population of more
than 4,000 persons.

One of the few visual documents

that demonstrates this growth—and the
nportance of railroads to the

economy—is the bird’-eye view map. Be-

tween 1871 and 1914, ten itinerant artists
visited the state and produced, with out-
ofstate lithographic firms, 70 bird-eye
views of 47 different Texas cities. This was
part of a national trend—historian John
Reps has catalogued almost 4,500 views of
2400 American cities between 1825 and
1925, most of them during the latter half
of the 19¢h century.!

Page 42: After Camille N. Drie (active 1871-
1904), “Bird's Eye View of the City of
Galveston Texas, 1871." Toned lithograph,
57 x 87 cm. (image). Printed by Chicago
Lithographing Co. 150-54 S. Clark, Chi-
cago, Il Image courtesy of the Center for
American History, The University of Texas
at Austin.

150 nationally, and at least one interna-

No Texas city approa popu-
larity of New York City and San Francisco,
with more than 150 published portraits
cach. However, between the 1870s and
1900, artistsdid four views of Denison, the.

railroad hub of the state at the time with

eight railroads and the state’s first i
ban -- in 1873, 1876, 1885, and 1891. The
1873 view more or less coincided with the

erur-

arrival of the first railroad, the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas, in December 1872.¢

tional

of Mexico City in 1906.° D. D. Morse and
Herman Brosius did four Texas views each;
A. L. Westyard and E. E. Motter produced
two each; and Camille N. Drie, Eli S.

Glover, and Amos S. Harris each did one.
M. Strickland of Galveston copied Koch's
1873 view of Galveston in order to docu-
ment the widespread destruction of the
1885 fire.

Despite the fact that some histori-
“ide-

a -ach of Austin, Fort
Worth,* Galveston, Houston, San Anto-
nio, and Waco, and two of Brenham,
Gainesville, and Greenville. There are an-
ather 37 cities with single views. The cit-
ies most frequently depicted are concen-
trated in north and central Texas, with
Laredo and Corpus Christi being the
and El Paso the
westernmast cities included. Together,
these 67 prints form a massive amount of
information about our state during one of

southernmost,

its most formative eras.

work of 11
men—ten from out-of-state and one from
Galveston—who were as much traveling
salesman, i

These prints are the

prints
alized settings and gross exaggerations,”*

h chus far suggests that they are

my res
accurate depictions of e cities and might,
therefore, serve as useful historical docu-
ments about the urbanization process in
Texas as well as the cities themselves
Newspaper editors almost always vouched
for the accuracy of the views of their home-
town,” and local merchants often distrib-
uted them as advertising to prospeetive cli-
ents and customers.*

A Dallas editor reported that Brosius’
1872 view of that city “shows every house

in the corporation limits, together with

every street, so accurately drawn that any

they were artist. They usually came up
through the business, advancing from a
traveling rep to artist to, perhaps, supervis-
ingor owning their own company. Augustus

Koch,aGem Birnbaun

all with the city can rec-
ognize any building.” An Austin editor rec-

ognized “every individual house in the city”
in Koch's 1873 drawing, then claimed that

the final lithograph “far exceeds the sample

did 22 Texas views, more than any other
artist. He was one of the most prolific na-
cionally as well, producing more than 110
views in a 30-year career. Thaddeus M.
Fowler, the most prolific of all the Ameri-
can cityview makers, producing more than
400 birds-eye views nationally, did 16 of
Texas cities. Little is known of Henry
Wellge, whodid 11 Texas views, more than
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were here
some months ago taking sketches.” Sales-
man JosephJ. Stoner showed Koch's draw-
ing of San Antonio to *several gentlemen,
[whol .. faled to discover wherein a single
house had been omitted from the drawing.
The courses of the San Antonio River, the
San Pedro Creck, and of our various iri-
gation ditches, with all our bridges, are ac-
curately deineated,” they concluded



D.D. Morse's 1876 view
Wiorth as it is,” according to the |
tor, while Henry Wl

shows Fort

1886 view ap-

y exceeded that, being the “most ac

nplete drawing ever made of

A Waco editor complained that

ore Wi

csentled] .. the

ind uns; e arrived

in the city, but his view

character and extent of our city in such a
ual observer will at

¢ it to be Waco, and a care

manner that the

ful

xamination will reveal sufficient de

ail in each building to be readily recoy

nized.” Thaddeus Fowler's view of Denison

was cqually praised by a journalist who pro
nounced it “certainly the largest, and we
believe from a careful inspection of the

work, the most perfect view of Denison that

has ever been produced.

Some historians, such as the great

Currier & Ives con

He concl

oisseur Harry T. Pe

ters, led that the views

were “usually accurate [and] contain a

wealth of detail " More to the point are

MURRAY HUDSON-
ANTIQUARIAN

Books, Maps, Prints

& Globes

109 S.Church St.

PO.Box 163

Halls, TN 38040
800-748-9946
901-836-9057
901-836-9017 Fax
email:mapman@ecsis.net

20,000+antique maps

100s of pocket & wall maps
10,000+atlases, explorations,
geographies, travel guides &
historical/decorative prints
800+globes

Check out our

the many archeologists around the state

who begin their urban excavations by con.

sulting existing city views so they will know

what to expect when they begin work on
To attempt to answer the questions
of accuracy, | have examined a number of

these views in a study that will eventually

a book and exhibit at the Amon Carter

Muscum, the repository of many of these

images. One method of ascertaining the

accuracy of the views is to compare them

with the wealth of existing sources—maps,

photographs, paintings, and other views of

the city depicted. Another is to see what
contemporaries thought of them. The

I's-cye view phenomenon be

Texas when the editor of the Galveston
Daily News announced in his March 10,
hat “Mr. C. Drie exhibited

1871, edition

that he is makin

for

i, which will exhibit

map of Galvest

s on every lot within the city. It is

trical projection, and promises to

picture of the Island City, and

will be invaluable to all property holders.”
Through a series of newspaper ads,

Dric offered Galve

nians an opy

tunity
o purchase his print for $3 per copy (thus,
becoming one of the forerunners of the
ubiquitous ity histories by companies such
as Continental Heritage and Windsor that

were so popular during the 19705 and

'805)"". When Dric had secured a sufficient
number of subscribers, he took his drawing

to Chic;

where it was lithographed. He

returned with the finished prints several
weeks later.

This was nor th

st published pic
s to Mrs.

E Houstoun, who published an

ture of Galveston. Th:
Matilda €

creditg

of the city from the bay side in her

book on “Texas and the C

If of Mexico'
(2 vols.; London, 1844). Gal

the commercial city of Texas during most

ston was

of the 19th century and attracted more art
ists than any other Texas city, with the ex.
ception of San Antonio. Located on the

north side of Galveston Island, toward the

north end, the city occupied less than one
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cighth of the small land mass, but its resi-

S i the artists would

dents had iitbecoming the
Manhattan of the Gulf. When he first saw

the city in 1841, Josiah Gregg found it to

be “handsome though tao monotonous in
appearance.” By the time artist C. O. Bahr

visited, probably sometime during 1858,

the city was in the midst of an “asto
ing” building boom,

peculation in real es-
tare” was “astronomical,” and the city had
begun to take on more of the characteris-

tics that its citizens envisioned. Several

three-story brick buildings with handsome
iron fronts had gone up, and Clusky &
Moore had hegun construction of the new
federal Customs House in 1857."7

Dric probably began his work on
Galveston in the same manner as other
bird's-eye view artists—by choosing the
perspective from which the city would be
depicted, then going around town sketch-
ing individual buildings from that dircc-

tion, using what the Galveston editor

called an “isometrical projection” to
achieve the desired acrial effect that made

it appear that the perspective had been

taken from a 45 degree angle above the

.
Tt has often been said that these artists used
balloons, but Reps apparently found little,
if any, evidence of that, and the only ex-
ample [ have found was in 1891, when a
Galveston photographer ook a balloon
ride out into the gulf to get pictures of the
great “White Squadron” hefore it arrived
in port.®

Sometimes the artists would sketch
individual build h

sketch individual buildings
and sometimes whole blocks
of the town. If a
city map was available, they
probably used it; if not, they
might have made one...

or are:

the artist’s rendering might have been
traced on transfer paper, which would then
have been offset on the stone, producing
about as exact a replica of the drawing as
then possible without the drawing itsclf
having been made on transfer paper. The
Amon Carter Museum alsa has i its col-
lection Fowler's finished pencil drawing
of Qu

changes compared to the lithograph. The

h, which shows only minor

most significant one is the simplification
of the title which, in the drawing, includes
ahandsome portrait of an Indian intended
0 represent the city’s namesake, Quanah
Parker. The vertical and horizontal angles
also differ modestly from the print, and
the edges and bottom have been
cropped:

Dric, no doubt, had all these tech-
niques at his disposal when he reached
Galveston in 1871. He pictured the cast-
em end of the island, the main part of the
city, from the northwest, with the bay in
the foreground and the Gulf of Mexico in

blocks o areas of the town. If a city map
was available, they probably used it; if not,
they might have made one for their own

use. Thaddeus Fowler's view of Sunset in

the Amon Carter Museum collection il-

lustrates what might be an interim step in
the process because Fowler made a few
notes on the drawing, cither for himself in
producing the finished drawing, or perhaps
t guide the lithographer in putting it on
the stone.”

Severalfinished drawings remain to
show what the artist produced and how it

compares ta the lithograph. In some cases,

the background. The bu
which by 1871 featured sey

ness district,
al blocks of
brick and iron-fronted buildings, is pic-

tured adjacent to the wharves on the bay,
while the residential area stretches in a
semicircle on the eastern, southem, and
western sides of the iskand. The fund
tal elements of John D. Groesbeck's 1837

plan are evident in the view: 25th Street

men-

(or Bath Avenue) is the main north-south
axis, and Broadway is the cross-axis.
Groesbeck surveyed both of them to be
150 feet wide and planned them as grand
avenues.”

There are no legends on the view to
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identify various structures, but a resident

of Galveston would not have needed them,

for Drie produced an incredibly detailed
and accurate representation of the city.
Using contemporary maps, photographs,
and present-day architectural guides, it is
possible to dentify almost every significant
ic and government buildings,
churches, some historic spots, and many

business,

of the island's impressive homes. While the
finished lithograph seems to focus on the
city as a seaport, the careful observer will
note the large and busy railroad yard in the
all-
important because it conneets the island

lower right hand corner of the print

city with the mainland.

Although the drawing is quite de
tailed, Dric hetrays his rudimentary under-
standing of perspective in that the print
almost appears to be an axonometric pro-

jection, in which the streets would be

shown as parallel with each other rather

than coinciding at a vanishing point be-

Woodwork

Handcrafted vases, jars,
and other woodwork
made from removed cedar
fence posts. Good history,
lovely smell, beautiful
work.Smooth vases $12,
rough vases $10.
Other work, other models
available. Call Joe Duke
at512-515-5685.




yond the margins of the print. Most city
view artists laid out the grid with two van-
ishing points, one for the vertical axis and

one for the horizontal. There are distant

vanishing points in Drie’s print, but other
characteristics of an axonometric projec-

tion are present as well, such as the lack of

foreshortening. Houses in the distance are

virtually the same size as those in the fore

ground.” Despite the clumsiness of this
effort, Drie went on to produce the most

ambitious work of all American city view

artists, a 110-sheet view of St. Louis, Mis-

souri, in 1875,
The ultimate veracity of these dis-

tinctive birds-eye views was recently up-

held when staff members of the Historical
Department of the Mormon Church pains-

takingly compared Augustus Koch's 1870

view of with dozens of his-

nd other physical e

toric photograp

dence. The team rescarched more than a

square mile of central Salt Lake City on a
block-by-block basis. They found that
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Koch had disposed of some of the outbuild-

ings and other small irems, but that on the
whole the view was “highly accurate” in-

sofar as they could derermine.’t My re

ests that the same s true of

most of the Texas prints

Ron Tler, director of the Texas State Histori-
cal Association, is professor of history at The

University of Texas at Austin. He would like

to acknowledge William Pugsley of Austin for

his vesearch assistance on this article.



Left: After Augustus Koch,
Bird's Eye View of the City
of Houston, Texas, 1673.
Lithograph (hand-colored),
59x76.5 cm. (image).

[Published by J.J. Stoner,
Madison, Wis.]. Gourtesy
of the Center for American
History, The University of
Texas at Austin, CTO111
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TEXAS HISTORICAL MUSEUMS AND
STATE PARKS AND HISTORICAL SITES

NOTE: The following museums and or.
embers of THF; they are
listed in alphabetical order by city

tions are

NElLL—COCllRAN HOUSE

'31V~ \u.m\ Austin; (512) 478-2335;
Open Wed-S: 1855 Greek Revival
home built by Abner Cook.

BASTROP COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MUSEUM

gional history, gene: ogleal Infortotion

MATAGORDA COUNTY MUSEUM

Open Tues-Fri
Children's Museun Fri 10.
Historical rescarch information.

Carrabba

Conservation

Treatment Services,
Protective Framing for
Works of Art
on Paper
& Archival Material
.

CHERYL A. CARRABBA
Professional Associate, AIC
512-452-5880
BY APPOINTMENT

CHILDRESS COUNTY HERITAGE
EUM

210 31d St., N.W., Childress 79201; Mon-
Fri 9-5; Sat. by appointment. County his-
tory

LAYLAND MUSEUM
201 N. Caddo, Cleburne 76031

EXAS CON J
est Dr., Colleyville 76034; (817)

CORPUS CHRISTI MUSEUM
LIBRARY

1900N. C
883

aparral, Corpus Christi (512)

fon-Sat 10-5, Sun noon-5. His-

e eolggy

BRUSH COUNTRY MU!
PO. Box 340, Cotulla 78014; (210) 879
2117; Daily 9-12, 1-5. Local history

FARMERS BRANCH
HISTORICAL PARK
2540 Farmers Branch Ln.,
Branch; (972) 406-0184; Nov-Mar, Mon-
Thurs 96, Fri 9-5, Sat-Sun 12-8; 11 his

toric structures from 1840s-1930s.

Farmers

NEILL MUSEUM
Box 1034, Fort Davis 79734

DEAF SMITH COUNTY
HISTORICAL MUSEUM

400 Sampson St., Hereford 790
364-4338; Open Mon
Christmas, New Year's, and Easter. Local

Sat 10-5, closed

and pioneer history, historic buildingsite,
E.B. Black House, built in 1908, Dona-

tions.

SAN JACINTO MUSEUM
OF HISTORY ASSOCIATION
One Monument Circle, La Porte 77571
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POLK CO. MEMORIAL MUSEUM
514 W. Mill, Livingston 773515 (409) 327-
8192. Open Mon-Fri, 9-5; local pre-history

to mid-20th century. Donations.

HALEY LIBRARY & HISTORY CTR.
1805 W. Indiana, Midland; (915) 682-

PETROLEUM MUSEUM

1500 Interstate 20 West, Midland 79701

HERITAGE HOUSE MUSEUM
905 W, Division, Orange 77630

FULTON MANSION STATE
HISTORICAL PARK

317 South Fulton Beach Road (comer of
Henderson Street and Fulton Beach Road)
Rockport 78382; (361) 792-0386; Wed-
Sun, scheduled tours. Victorian home com

pleted in 1877 overlooking Aransas Bay

ROUND TOP AREA HISTORICAL
CENTER INC.
Box 151, Round Top 78954; (409) 249-

5058; Open Sat-Sun noon-3. Local arti-

facts and history of the Round Top arca.

RED RIVER HISTORICAL MUSEUM
301 South Walnut St., Sherman 75090

RAILROAD AND PIONEER
MUSEUM INC.
PO. Box 5126, Temple 76505

iMITH CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

5. C 02; (903) 592-
s of county history
Library building.

qm 11-4, 150 yea
housed in 1904 C:

VICTORIA REGIONAL MUSEUM
OCIATION
N. Liberty, Victoria 79901; (512) 575.




PROPERTIES

15 miles norh of Allany, US, 265, Al

bany, 915)

ADMIRAL NIMITZ STATE
HISTORICAL PARKMUSEUM
4O Main S, Frderictrg (512)997-

Mol e amnd?
Colunbus S Ease Terrace House

e S Wi G 5 15
5166,

s

Pacifc Warfocus, hiorc bulding il

6 miles southwes of Al SH. 21, Al

hisorc Ske; Aduls 1, Chidren 6. One mile south of Goliad, US. 183,
RECIER MUSEUM ol 512) 6453995 Open dy 8.5
e Lo TISI, Waco  MeKINNEY H

‘TEXAS SPORTS HALL OF FAME
1408 & Unveriy Pk D, Yoo
76706; (800) -

9 il suth o Ausi, US. 18, 2 i
oo Seni D 51) 432177 Oen
Thon Mon 9-12, 16 Tos Wed .12, 1.

LIENDO PLANTATION
L3 mles u ofHomued of s

(4095263126 o («moxs s v

o5
oon-. Five hals offme:Texas S
Hallof Fame, Texas Baschall Hall of

9 miles wes of Comstack, USS. 90;

LYNDON B,

Fame,

of Fame, Texas High School Baskeabal

100 Ladybid L, Johson Ciy and the

HllofFam,and Teas Tenais Hall of L) Ranch, Soncwall, (50) 8687125
Fame. 1120 Mol Av. B P 019535 Dty 5. oo Mot
$147; Wed-Sun 9-4; Historic Housei  excepe forranch bus tour, $3.
Al 2t nd chilren 1.
Time to get your Bonafide Ori

REAL Texas Calendar!
Begins March 2, 2001 — Texas Independence Day!

“Texas Calendars oy $600 cch oy 12 b,

oy

Sead checks to

Roger Moore & More, 12535 Hwy. 71 Wast, Austin, TX 78738

Y3604 o 122636863
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JOHN PETERSON, BOOK REVIEW EDITOR

Shooting the Sun:
Cartographic Results of Military
Activities in Texas, 1689-1829
Jack Jackson. 2 volumes, The Book Club of
Texas, 1998.

Reviewed by Dennis Reinhartz, The Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlingion

Since the first recorded European
contact by the coasting voyage of Alonso
Alvare: de Pineda in 1519 and even be-
fore, Texas has had a long, diverse, and
extremely interesting history. This history
has been chronicled in the cartography of

sideration of what he sees as the first pre-
cise map of Texas. The map was produced
by Governor Don Carlos Sigiienza y
Gogora from Coahuila Governor Alonzo
de Ledn’s expedition of 1689 into the in-
terior. That party was secking verification
of possible French incursions into New
in. Jackson rightly identifies this map
as“the comerstone document of Texas car-

tography.” The story of the mapping of
Texas then continues through Chapter 8
t01780and the Provincias Internas of Com-
‘mandant General Teodoro de Croix in the
first volume. It is made quite clear in the
narrative that at this time, maps became

in Mexican, European, and U.S. archives
Jackson's emphasis s on the rarer manu-
script maps, and many of them are pictured
for the firs time in print among the 110
black-and-white illustrations and two color
frontispicces in this work. More than half
of the maps cover a full page.

Like “Flags Along the Coast” (with
which itis meant to be used), the two-vol-
ume slipeased “Shooting the Sun” was de-
signed and produced ina large, 11 x 15 inch
format by the master Texas printer David
Hollman ar the Wind River Press in Aus
ackson received generous support for

his work from the Summerlee Foundation

Texas, butitis only in th ry
or so that historians have begun to realize
the immense research value of maps to
their efforts o reconstruct the past.

Especially with regard to Texas and
the Greater Southwest, one such historian
is the independent scholar and artst Jack
Jackson from Austin. He is the author of
numerous books and articles of Texas car-
tography, including the highly-acclaimed
“Flags Along the Coast—Charting the
Gulf of Mexico, 1519-1759: A Reap-
praisal” (1995), also published by The Book
Club of Texas. With the already award-
winning two-volume “Shooting the Sun,”
Jackson has come ashore and into the in-
terior of Texas. Whereas “Flags Along the
Coast”is so named for the flags of the com-
peting European empires that frequently
dotted early charts of the Gulf of Mexico,
“Shooting the Sun” takes its name from
the solar sightings regularly made by the
military engineers to more accurately sur-
vey the land

After a brief introductory chapter,

P
powers in the region.

The second volume picks up at the
end of the 18th century and traces Texas
cartography to ¢. 1830 and the seminal
‘maps of Stephen E Austin in chapters 12
and 13. The Spanish-Mexican-Angloca
tographic heritage of Austin's maps, par-
ticularly that of Manuel de Mier y Terin'’s
frontier inspection of 1828, is duly noted
and explored. The suceinct epilogue dis-
cusses the major historiography of Austin's
cartographic contribution. As the book's
subtitle indicates, the contributions of the
milicary, above allthe Spanish Royal Corps
of Engineers founded in 1711 by King
Philip V, are thoroughly documented by
Jackson throughout this study. He also is-
sues a clarion call for the more extensive

and thorough use of maps as sources in the
writing of history.
There are extensive endnotes and

e I i
with this project, including The Book Club
of Texas, should be quite proud of ts out-
come. This is an important, quality, and
handsome set of books, and as a limited
edition, it certainly is not overpriced.
When 1 first reviewed the manu-
script of “Shooting the Sun,” I was very
excited and impressed by it likened Jack
Jackson'’s contribution to the history of
Texas and the Greater Southwest to that
of Carl I Wheat's monumental five-vol-
ume “Mapping of the Transmississippi
West 1540-1561" (1957-1963) and the
history of the American West. After hav-
ing re-experienced the published version
of “Shooting the Sun,” I have no reason
whatsoever to change my original as
ment, but rather I can only empharieally
restate it! “Shooting the Sun” is meticu-

lously researched and clearly and concisely
written, and it should be of deep interest

prop: theend
of each volume and a complete bibliogra-
phy at the end of the second volume that
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terested in the history of Texas and the
Greater Southwest.



Join the Texas Historical Foundation!

Become a member of the Texas Historical Foundation today, and you'll be helping save the state’s
culture, artifacts, traditions, and history.

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTEI

#/YES, T want to receive HERITAGE magazine quarterly, so add me to the membership rolls of the Texas

Historical Foundation.

0 $25 Student O $35-49 Contributing Member O $50-99 Patron 0 $100-249 Ranger
Q $250-499 Pioneer 0 $500-999 Texian O $1,000-4,999 Lone Star O $5,000 up Texian Hero
*a portion of your dues s tax-deductible
Name —
Address - o
City, State, Zip B Phone N

Card Number Expiration Date
Signature

Return to: Texas Historical Foundation, P.O. Box 50314, Austin, TX 78763 (512) 453-2154, Fax (512) 453-2164.



MEMBER HONOR ROLL

The Texas Historical Foundation welcomes these new members...

TEXIAN

Pamela Reese, Austir

PIONEER
James M. Alexander, Abilene; Patricia Shield
Ayres, Austin

RANGER

William D. Abstan, Garland; William C. Ar
cher, Austin; Nancy Beaulieu, Beaumont; Jim
W Callaway, San Antonio; Ralph Daugherty,

Austin; Sam Fason, Austin; Glenndel Jones,

Austin; Bill Lakenmacher, Houston; Shel
E. Leslie, Dallas; Marian Meadows, Houst
Robert Opdyke, Dallas; The Stumbe
dation, San Antonio; Emestine L. Thompson,

Foun-

Plugerville

ohn Bingham,

stin; Elizabeth Bradsha, Austin; F Bascom
Brock, Katy; David M. Cochran, Austin; Al
Davis, Houston; John S. Gibbs, San Antonio;
Michael Gillette, Chevy Chase, MD; Weldon
Ginzel, Richardson; Ralph Hasson.
Mark C. Johlke, Wilmington, NC; .C
Austin; Kelley E. Lawrence II, Houston; John
Loving, Lewisville; D. Wayne McDonnell,
Houston; Howard Meyers, Dallas; Julie Napier,
Abilene; Laura Ann Rau, Columbus; Ernest
William “Dub”

Austin
Jones,

Stromberger, Austin,

Sutherland, Uvalde

Jeane Acord, Austin; Allen County Public L

brary, Fort Wayne, IN; Frank Altschuler, San
Antonio; Pat Arnold, Austin; Ted C. Barnhill
Austin; Roger A. Bartletr, Austin; Andi
George West; William Belr, Austin

Jim Blacksmith, Austin; Lawren Ethridge

Bradford, Galveston; Mary Dale Brewer,

X Holiday Parties
X Weddings

X Corporate Events
X Private Dinners

email: pascal@flash.net ® ww:
512-636-8362 © fax: 512-447-1360

phor

“A European Influence with An Austin Flair”

Call us for menu suggestions, consulting,
and complete planning for your event.

X Rehearsal Dinners
X Bar Mitzvah

X Boxed Lunches

X' Any Special Occasion

flash.net/npas
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Uvalde; Michael Burns, Austin; Charles R. But
ler, Lometa; WL Carter I, Dallas; Gwendolyn
W Caviness, Killeen; Bobbye Chlapek, Temple;
Judith S. Cohen, Fort Worth; Thomas Coker
Irving; BK. Cooper i, Austin; Sheri L. Cowan,
Austin; Jeanette DeFee, Conroe; Clayton B
Devin, Dallas; Duke . Diercks, Austin; David
Donnelly, Houston; Lisa Dougherty, Alexan
dria; Albert Douglas, Brighton, MA; Brent Dou
slas, Austin; Dr. B. . Patterson Dean, Hillsboro;
Patrick A. Esser, Plano; William E. Fullingim,
Dallas; Guerdon Greenway, M.D., Dallas; R H.
Haggard, A evieve Harris, Dallas;
Delmar Hiller, Hun; Janie Holloway, Abilene
Robert L

Howard, Arlington; Louise Jensen,
Austin; Lawrence Jones, Austin; Bearrice
Kasper, Shiner; Joan Kilpatrick, Cedar Park;
John D. Kuykendall,
Austin Bonnie Lout, Georgetown; Karen Love,
Columbia, MO
Alice Meadows, Seartle, WA; Ted Meadows,
Dallas;Jennifer T. Mills, The Woodlands; Sars
G. Mitchell, Austin
Waxahachie; William Orbelo, San Antonic
Richard Orsini, Abilene; Diana R. Payne, Aus
tin; Ron Petterson, Austin Robert Phillips,
Dallas; ED. Priest, Austin; Laura Rayburn, San
Antonio; Phil Reynolds, Austin C.J. Richards,
Austin; CH.

Richey, Austin; Marcia Roberts, Austin; Sam

Austin; Larry La

aroline Martin, Houston:

Maureen Moore,

Austin; Gina Richards-Rood

Houston Memorial Museum, Huntsville
Carolyn S, Sanders, Austin Rudy Sartena
Round Rock; Paul M. Shinkawa, Austin; Larey
Silvey, Pilugerville, David M. Sims, Houston;
Edvward Smith, Copperas Cove; G
MeAllen; Frank M. Smith J, Arlington; Dou
glas Soreells, Fort Worth; South Garland
Branch, Garlands John Strange, Clebume; Dor
athy Tate,Ricscl; Jason Terry, Cedar Park; Tom
K. Terry, Austins Carl Townsend, Austns James,
Robert Ward, Austn; William Webb, Amarillo
Ronald L. Wyatt, Galveston

STUDENT

Mante Young, Austin; Mary Brooks, Austin; Jim
A. Cox Jr,
Marcos; Amanda Dawn Elliot, Pasaden
Ferrell, Bedford; Clarrissa Fabela Fleming
Round Rock,
Manuel, USMC

Austing Harvey Davidson, San
Emily

Tim Johnston, Austin; |




CADDO LAKE STATE PARK
14 miles northeast of Marshall, State
)679-3

8-5; Natural History/History; $2 Car En.

Huwy. 43, Kama

1;0pen
trance

MONUMENT HILL AND
KREISHE BAKERY

2 miles south of La Grange on Spur 92,
La Grange; (409) 968-5658; Open daily
8-5; History; Adults $1, Children 50¢

SAN JACINTO BATTLEGROUND
STATE PARK
3523 Hwy. 134,
47924

ter hours. Free.

La Porte 7

; Open daily, call for summer/win

STARR FAMILY HISTORICAL
PARK

407 West Travis St., Marshall; (903) 935.
3044; 9-5 daly except Tues.
5; Home of James E Starr, son of James

and Sun. 1

H. Starr, Secretary of the Treasury, Re-

public of Texas; $3/person, children $1

BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK
15 miles south of Richmond, EM 762,
Needville; (409) 553-3243; Call for
hours; Natural History; $2 Car Park En-

trance.

CCAPROCK CANYONS
STATE PARK

3 miles west of Quitaque; S.H. 86,
Quitaque; (806) 455-1492; Open daily;

Prehistory, Natural History; $2 Car Park.

TEXAS STATE RAILROAD PARK
USS. Huwy. 85 between Rusk and Pales-
tine, Rusk; (214) 683-2
varies; Historic Building, Site, Technol-
Adults $8, Children $6 (round trip).

61; Schedule

FORT CONCHO NATIONAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

630 South Oakes St., San Angelo, (915)
481-2646. Tues-Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5. Daily
tours, programs, gift shop, and living his
tory. Adults $2, Children $1.25, seniors
$1.50.

JOSE ANTONIO NAVARRO STATE
HISTORIC SITE

228 South Laredo Street, San Antonio;
(512) 226-4801; Open Tues-Sat 10-4; His-
Chil-

toric House, Furnishings; Adults $

dren 25¢

FORT LANCASTER STATE
HISTORIC SITE

6miles cast of Shefiicld, U.S. 290, Sheffield;
(915)836-4391; Open 8-5; Military History;
Adults §

ildren 25¢.
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON STATE PARK
1 mile east of Stonewall, U.S. Highway 290,
Stonewall; (512) 6442,
5; History, Living History Farm.

2; Open daily 8

'WASHINGTON-on-the-BRAZOS
STATE HISTORICAL PARK

Box 305, Washington; (409) 878-2214;
Park and Independence Hall replica; Park
grounds, 8-sundown. Visitor Center, Open
daily 85 p.m; Adulrs $4, Children $2; Star
of the Republic Museum, Open daily 10-5



PLACE

BY OLIVER FRANKLIN

Anfelderly but fresh picce of Texana hangs on my office
wall/fti3bright and large. It is incorrect in some places, and faces
&are dows from the border, but it is a map, one of my favorites,
The History Map.

The History map s elassed in the realm of “composite” maps

and one of a type that is rarely revered

by academics—technically a geographic representation that in-
cludes information illustrated by superimposition upon the geo-
graphic matrix. Other composite maps might be water flow charts
on dam systems, depictions of troop movements across battlefilds,
or illustrations of yield per acre in a region.

The particular map on my wall was created by the Daugh-
ters of the Republic of Texas in 1934 for the C:
tion. Produced by C:M. Bumett and drawn by Guy F Cahoon, its

entennial celebrs

very much in keeping with the rich and celebratory yet dignified
style of the Centennial. Printed in many hues, its very deco look
includes large representations of the Heroes of Texas—Travis,
Houston, Austin, Crockett, and the boys—posing bravely along
the periphery of the map. Vignettes of famous Texas moments sit

where Arkansas, New Mexico, and Chihuahua would be.

ESTABLISHED 1909

Cheee HISTORIC LANDMARKS. (V7 HISTORIC CITY.

@A three are nestled in the heart of
downtown San Antonio.

In two, you can dine instyle and stay in

Tuxury, while the third is just a few blocks away.
Fortunately, sometimes history can be both

accommodating and convenient.

X ®
The St. Ans ‘Sheraton Gunter

300 East Travis 205 Fast Housion
(210) 227-4392 (210)227-3201

Init, the Texian navy still glides gently past Matagorda Bay—
the Invincible, the Liberty. Conestoga wagons traverse the state
in many places, along illustrated paths. Natural resources and ag-
ricultural products proudly speak to a sate blessed with fecundity.
Onionsand helium, potash and peanuts. Minor geographic anoma-
lies—the Llano apparently feeds into both the Colorado and the
Rio Grande—are casily overlooked. It is,after all al about us.

In 1986, the Sesquicentennial celebration called for an up-
date. Produced by the Texas Poster Co, the latest map is large and
in full-color. Bold yellows, greens, blues, reds give lfe to cheerful
cartoon-like illustrations of historical events, agriculture, wildlife,
parades: the Cotton Bowl Enduro—a 125-mile-long mororcycle
race in Memphis, Texas; the Christmas 1931 bank robbery in Cisco,
when the bandits dressed like Santa Claus; the armadillo, which
has four pups in each litcer, all of the same sex; the birthplace of
Bob Wills. There are a lot more items on the 1986 map.

find it interesting to note the differences in the maps. One
striking item in the Sesquicentennial map i the capture of Cynthia
Ann Parker—but she didn't make it to the carlicr version. In
deed, not ane woman was illustrated in the first map. Goliad, The
Alamo, and San Jacinto made it, of course, onto both, but the
latest map merely marks the spots with a banner. Don Pedrito
Jaramillo's birth made it to the latest only. The founding of Baylor
University in 1845 made it only in 1936.

The mixture of today and yesterday, place and time, culture
and land is unique to this type of map. Almost always heralded upon
publication, neglected for years, then slowly appreciated as a cul.
tural artifact more than a cartographic piece, these maps and others
like them nonetheless reveal a fascinating look at a place-defini.

tion, indeed as much a people-definition, across time, both when

looking at the content tself and at the changes made over the years

And what does this say for the future? Will a map like this
ever be created again? Or will the superscape of electronic com-
munication and commerce rid us of gravity! Will our heroes no

longer live in our midst?

As John Graves put it in “Goodbye to a River,” “Son

you take country foritslf..and sometimes it forces its ghosts upon
you, the smell of people who have lived and died there.” For better
or worse, we mustn't lose our senses and forget who we are and
who we were, as well as who we will be. Those who came before
live and die at our feet, in our air, amongst our trees, our trees that
themselves are at risk. And we live and die at the feet of our furure.

Franklin is executive director of the Texas Historical Foundation
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When in Jefferson,
visit the

TEXAS
HISTORY
MUSEUM

The Texas History Museun in
Jefferson i dedicaed to the
preservation and interpreation
of Texa'ich hriage. It s
located in the 1865 Haywood ({8
House at the comer o Dalas
and Market srcs. In

scun youllwal through
imeline of discovery and
expericncefo yousel e
accumulation o knowledge of New
Worl Texas beginming onlytwenry
oneyersate Columbus' voyage of
discovry

You'l see the same maps showing
the New World that 16th century
Europeans marveled at when the explores retumed
back across the "Ocean Sea’. You too can b
a the stores, the exciing ales of a New World flled
with strange exotic plants, animals, and people, and an
empire for the taking. Through the eyes of explorers,
apmakers and stler you 100 can witness the
unfolding of knowledge about the unspoiled, aw and
immensely rich land that would become Texas

The caendly e Wadeenaellr Tere Now" e of

1513 e com o of acollecion of ver 40 s
and s This map s eeved 10 e hefist ap sho
ing e lond ol e Teas,
Cartographers of the 15005, 1600s and 17005 knew
they were engaged in expanding Europeans’
Knowledge and understanding of the New World

“Anece Sve Nov Ortes Nva Decri

Niahon O ner. 570

1 maps defined the land area that became Texas,
mey. bank- noies, bils of exchange and stock
certificatestellthe story of Texas' economic poliical
development. Most people don't know that some early
Texas currency was paper money printed in
denominations of 25, 37 172, and 0 cents. The

muscu even has a 6 1/4 cent note printed and ssued
10 pay Mexican troops stationed at the frontir post of
Nacogdoches i the 18205,

During the days of the Republic of Texas, President
‘Sam Houston actualy signed Texas exchequer
(reasury) notes by hand. And, unil the Bank of
s 545 ande PrsdntFranin

veli's New Deal, national banks all over the US.
e allowed 1o pnt e own bnkoots, The
History Museum houses the most complete collection
of Texas currency, banknotes and land seripin the.
United Stats. Most Texascites and countis are
represented in the exhibit

If historcal research is your interet, visi te Texana
research library housed in the museum. It features.
hundreds of firs ediion books printed about Texas and
Texans including the last ook David Crockett
published before he made his tip tothe Alamo in San
‘Antonio. There i also an carly ranslation of Alvar
Nunez de Cabeza de Vaca's namative of his harrowing

collecton are works of

"
with representations of wpuhr marifs, aristic devices
and myths of the day. Some are more hnafm aristic
n more creative” than they are accurae. But
all contribute 0 th the sory of Texas exp!(mlmn.
settlement and development

1528 nd 153
it Thee iy e e g wm W
Foxas lterary giants J. Frank Dobie, Walier Prescott

Webb and. :mmm/anm Tom Lea.

o s o e s G i £
b

Mappa Geographica Regionem Mesicanem et Floride,
Tobias Conradus Lotter, Augsburg 1740

“The Texas istry Muscum, a pulily funded
501(6)(3) non-profitorganization, was created by BB,
Barr Foundaion of Dalas. s purpose i o preserve
and exhibit Texas i cultral and istorical past. To
become a supporting membe of the museu, send
your wx-deductible (1 the exentallowed by law)
dontion

‘The Texas History Museum
Jefferson, Tx 75657
Formoreinformation aboxd the museun, s actvies and
‘special exbibits chedle, call 03-665-1101 or it
wwwtexashistorymuseum.com
“The museunt's E-mail address is
texashistorymuseum@jeffersontx.com

Hours
Open Daily 9:30-5:30
Group Tours Welcome.
Hospiality Room & Meetng Space Available
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